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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

The purpose of undertaking child rights situational analysis in Tanzania was to shed light on the general situation of 
children without or at risk of losing parental care. The focus was on children rights violations by targeting specific group 
of children that do not have parental care or are marginalised by the existing care systems. In view of that, the study 
sought to identify status of children without parental care. Further, identify the major rights that are violated and causes 
for such violations. Additionally other critical issues influencing realization of children rights in Tanzania, namely school 
water sanitation and hygiene (SWASH), nutrition status, food security, child labour, MVCs and factors that makes 
children vulnerable were established. The study also observed the duty bearers, their roles and responsibilities at 
different levels namely, national, regional, district, and at community level. The Institute of Social Work and SOS 
Childrenôs Village Tanzania experts conducted child right situational analysis in 2012. The team used network of social 
work experts employed as Social Welfare officers in districts, labour officers and community development officers at 
district, ward level, and sometimes village level to collect some of the data. The study covered Dar-es-salaam, Tanga, 
Musoma, Arusha, Mara, Dodoma, Singida, Manyara, Kigoma, Lindi, Zanzibar, Iringa and Mbeya. Ngoôs dealing with 
vulnerable children, foreign Ngoôs, UN NGOs and government offices including specific six sectoral Ministries dealing 
with children issues, were also contacted   
 
Tanzanian report provides an overall status of children in Tanzania by focusing on specific category of children who 
have lost their parents or are at the risk of losing parental care. The report further shows the profile of children status in 
Tanzania. The status of those children living without parental care includes; Children surviving under child headed 
household, these are many and increasing in different areas but notably Iramba and Lushoto are exceptional. These  
children are victims of all socio-economic problems, and ultimately their exploited, abused, and cannot access 
education, poor nutrition, and inadequate food supply and survive under extreme poverty. There are also children 
surviving under elderly headed household who are also vulnerable, case of Iramba, Lushoto, Mtwara and Dodoma. 
Further, there are children surviving under maternal status, also those under paternal. Additionally there are those 
children who are in conflict with the law and surviving under prison, remand home, and detention. These children are 
highly abused and do not have social protection, and demand immediate intervention to rescue them. There are also 
children surviving under street children status, child labour status and those affected by HIV/AIDS. The rights of 
children in this category are being infringed and intervention is needed. 
 
 Hand in hand with that, the report enumerates definitions used in Tanzania to identify the target children. The 
definitions help to link various categories of children and UN guidelines like Convention on the right of the child as well 
as the alternative care of 2009. It was noted that children population in Tanzania is   23,000,000

1
, THMIS 2012. In 

contrast, the target child population in Tanzania includes; double orphans who are 230,256; maternal orphans 
462,688, and paternal orphans 1,283,067. Statistically orphans constituted 1,976,011, which is 11.6% of the total 
country child population. Another category of our target child population included those children cared by elderly who 
are 327,514 and those cared by siblings who are 200,091. There is another category of children residing in residential 
homes. These were 11,565 in 2012. The study also identified another category of children who are in conflict with the 
law and kept under prison 453, detention 578, retention 80, and in approved schools 80. Further, there was another 
category of street children hosted at children homes. Targeted children in Tanzania estimated to be 3,000,000 
children. The supporting of HIV infected children is becoming a burden to the nation, and some permanent solutions is 
needed  
 
The trend of children at risk of losing parental care in Tanzania is increasing because of HIV/AIDS prevalence rate, 
which in 2012 was 15.5%, at Iringa, Mbeya 12.4%, Mwanza 8.1%, Ruvuma 7.4%, Pwani 6.5%, Dar es Salaam 6.3% 
and Dodoma 6%. The above percentages reveal that in some years to come the number of children in need protection 
will increase significantly. Economically Tanzania does not have adequate resources to care for such children. The 
study noted that poverty further aggravates the problem of children loosing parental care. The experience of Tanzania 
reveals that communities have failed to play their major traditional role of providing care and protection to children. 
This gap has made thousands of children in Tanzania parentless, discriminated, tortured, abused, killed, and solitary, 
(child trafficking, child labour, and denied access to basic needs). 
The status of children rights violation in Tanzania is currently shocking by reflecting on the incidences witnessed than 
any other country in East Africa. The major children rights violated includes rights to life, right for survival, right to play, 
right to health care, right to education, right for participation, right for parental care and guidance, right to be listened, 
right for justice, right for provision of basic needs like food, shelter, and clothing. The violation of these rights is caused 
by low level of knowledge to children rights. The Tanzania situation suggest that child rights is done by biological 
parents, relatives, guardians, people with authority, neighbours, fellow children and even the state organs which are 
entrusted with the task of protecting children like police, courts, retention homes, and approved schools.  
 
The situational analysis indicates that there are critical children rights, which are violated. These includes the right to 
life where Albinos are being killed hence violations of albinosô constitutional right to life. The total number of albino 
children killed in 2011 stands at 6. For those who were not killed, some of their organs were chopped off or mutilated 
and made to have permanent life disability. The violation of that right denies them many opportunities e.g. access to 
education, health and play. The findings demonstrated that, because of HIV/AIDS thousands of children are 
stigmatized, discriminated and thrown out of their homes. Further the findings revealed that some of these children 
and end as homeless, or children living on the street and in the street. This is a phenomenon, which has thrown many 
children to suffering and being susceptible to abuse. 

                                                      
1
 http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/tanzania_statistics.html, http://data.worldbank.org/country/tanzania  

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/tanzania_statistics.htm
http://data.worldbank.org/country/tanzania
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 It was noted that the right to education is one of the rights that has been violated. This is evidenced by high rate of 
dropout at primary schools and secondary schools. Among the causes of dropout is teenage pregnancy, which denies 
teenagers from completing school. Tanzania is one among the countries with highest rate of teenage pregnancy 
annually stood at 8000 girls. Statistically between 2008 ï 2010 16,650 girls dropped from school because of teenage 
pregnancy. Programme like the Complementary Basic Education Training (COBET) has been introduced to ensure 
that the right to education is not violated, among girls. However the success of this programme has not yet been 
evaluated to determine its impact. 

  
Disabled children right to education in Tanzania has not been adequately considered. Inclusive education has not 
properly been realised. For example, they are socially being excluded from public. There is no adequate infrastructure 
to support them attain basic education. It was also established that Tanzanian children are deprived of their right to 
protection e.g. there is a high rate of child sexual, physical, emotional violence and deprivation of basic needs. This is 
very evident in Musoma, Zanzibar, Kagera and Iringa. Experience of Tanzania further demonstrates that the right to 
identity is something that has not been denied as a right to children. The percentage of birth registration in Tanzania is 
lowest as compared to other countries of East Africa. Statistically it is only 16.3% of new birth, which are registered in 
Tanzania. Majority of the people seems not to understand the importance of having proper child registration. Despite 
the National effort to establish Registration Insolvency and Trusteeship Agency (RITA) as an agency to facilitate 
registration, yet National record show that Tanzania is the lowest among all East Africa countries. Such a service is 
still a dream to most of the Tanzanian in peripheral regions like Mtwara, Lindi, Ruvuma, and Rukwa. 
 
Tanzania children are denied rights to participation, in different social settings despite forming children council to 
defend their rights. Tanzanian government however has strived to put a system that can promote childrenôs 
participation rights. This includes the introduction of children council at ward and district levels for the purpose of 
identifying rights of children which are being contravened. More than 80% of children interviewed revealed that they do 
not have opportunity to participate in decision making at home, this is much more serious in rural areas than urban 
areas. 
Similarly, access to justice and safety for children was not observed in prisons. For example, some are kept together 
with adults in the same cell (453 in prison) or retention (591), or police stations. Interviews with children at police 
station and detention revealed that children are abused, tortured, mistreated, delayed to be sent to trial, and denied 
legal representation or advice before being sent to court. All these are contrary to the conventions on children rights 
calling for a major intervention.  
 
The study further identified other critical issues that significantly undermine childrenôs rights. This has a direct linkage 
to children right. The issues include access to water as rights to children. The study established that 38% of school do 
not have clean and safe water, 90% of Tanzanians not have quality latrines and 52% of latrines used by girls in 
schools do not have doors. This state of sanitation is a threat to children and some can contract illness. 
 

The findings also revealed that food intake to children was inadequate and 40% of children under-five years are 
stunted. Thus, a significant number of children stunted in their growth and others are underweight. All these violated 

basic rights of children in terms of surviving and development. The study noted in Iramba, Lushoto that children who 
were under this category were victims of suffering, exploitation, abuse and sometimes survived with only one meal. 
Thus could not enjoy life as other children. In Coast, Mtwara, Singida, Lushoto, Dodoma the study also identified that 
income poverty, child poverty, cultural factors and environmental factors were making children more vulnerable and 
acted as a basis that triggered violation of children rights.  
 

Recommendations 
Basing on the findings, it is recommended that; 
 

Child social protection and upholding of children rights 
¶ SOS Childrenôs Villages can consider designing a model of small family care options at Iramba and 

through that programme assist in promoting access to education and protection of children as well as 
conducting FSP outreach program to empower vulnerable families. 
 

¶ SOS can design programme on targeted districts like Iramba, Unguja, Mtwara and Mara to 
scale up efforts to eliminate worst forms of child labour targeting households with abused or 
orphans children. 

 

Awareness Raising and Sensitisation in regards to children Rights 
¶ SOS Childrenôs Villages can consider establishing a sensitization programme at Mtwara focusing on 

enabling young mother who are victims of teenage pregnancy to rejoin school and complete their 
education cycle. 
 

¶ SOS can work with other child development partners to conduct awareness raising education to 
different players responsible in promoting children rights at families, communities and at school 
targeting Iramba, Mtwara and Dodoma. 

 

¶ Large parts of population are not aware on child rights and their responsibilities to children. 
SOS should organize awareness seminars on child rights and elimination of child stigma at 
ward development committee, full councils and community members at village level. 
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¶ SOS can design a national sensitization programme targeting community/local culture that are 
resistance to change e.g. female genital mutilation in Dodoma, Singida, Mara and early 
marriages in Zanzibar, Mtwara, Lindi and Coastal region.  

 

Capacity Building and Empowerment in realization of children rights 

¶ SOS can setup programmes aimed at strengthening the capacity of law enforcement agents in 
safeguarding rights of most vulnerable in accordance with the roles and responsibilities 
embodied in the law of Child Act 2009. 

 

¶ The concept of childrenôs council is fundamental in promoting children participation and raising 
voices for various issues of children rights. SOS needs to popularize awareness creation, 
information sharing and institutional capacity building of children council. 

 

¶ There is inadequate technical knowhow on the part of implementers of children rights to 
support vulnerable groups. SOS can support training for child care staff at different level in 
selected districts notably Iramba, Mtwara and Dodoma. 

 

¶ SOS in collaboration with other social partners can provide training and support to frontline 
workers, including FBOs, CBOs, Local volunteers, Police, Prison wardens, school teachers, 
nurses and staff of child care facilities about child social protection by targeting districts. Such 
as Iramba, Unguja, Mara, Coast and Dodoma. 

 

Income Generating Activities and realization of children rights 

¶ SOS can increase facilitation through finances and human resources to implement child rights 
programs and enabling the communities to have income generating activities so that they have 
enough resources to meet their needs without tasking their children into child labour. 

 

¶ SOS can assist child headed household to establish income generating activities that are 
locally beneficial to the household which have markets, and produce goods and services that 
are easy to market, sell and generate enough wealth to the household in order to reduce 
children degree of vulnerability. 

 

Nutrition and Food Security on children rights 

¶ SOS can increase facilitation in Iramba especially in terms of finances and personnel to 
implement child right programs, such as school feeding, health services at school, enough 
water and toilets, and enabling the communities to have income generating activities so that 
they have enough resources to meet the survival needs of their children. 

 

Water and sanitation on children rights 

¶ SOS through local government should set aside financial, material and human resources for 
effective implementation of child development programme targeting on school water supply, 
school feeding, and income generating activities to communities and more specifically to child 
headed elderly headed household. 

 

Information Education Communication on children rights 

SOS can design communication programme or multimedia campaigns to support social norms 
that protect children and prevent child abuse and exploitation in Unguja, Iramba, Mtwara and 
Mara. The focus should be on meeting concerns needs of children, by involving children 
themselves and communities. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Description of the distribution of roles and responsibilities in the analysis 
team. 
Andrew S. T. Mchomvu 
Was the lead consultant who participated in sharing the provided tool guide with SOS expert, customizing it to 
Tanzanian context, conducted meeting with stakeholders at different levels, participate in desk review, field 
research at Kagera, Tanga, Kigoma, Lindi, and Zanzibar, data cleaning, analysing the data, writing report, 
visited stakeholders and finalizing the report.  

 
Dr. Abu Mvungi 
Participated in desk review, conducting fieldwork research at Arusha, Kilimanjaro, and Dar es Salaam, also led 
data cleaning process and matched the data with major theme of the study, led the process of analysing the 
data, writing report, and proof red the final report version. 

1.2 Overall analysis process and methodologies applied.  
 

The Child Rights situational analysis of Tanzania is a process that lasted for fifty days from April to May 2012. 
A team consisting of experts from the Institute of Social Work, and SOS staffs working in different SOS 
Childrenôs villages in Tanzania, namely Dar es Salaam, Zanzibar, Arusha, and Mwanza, DSW Dar es Salaam 
and Zanzibar led the analysis. The analysis was carried out through a process that involved extensive 
documentary reviews conducted at ISW, UNICEF, Save the Children, REPOA, Ministry of Community 
Development Gender and Children, Ministry of Vocational Educational Training, Ministry of Health and Social 
Welfare, and Ministry of Home Affairs. The documentary reviews focused on identifying similar experiences on 
the actual status of children without parental care and those at risk of losing parental care. Further, identified 
the major child rights violated.  

 
The children right situational analysis used primary data information from the findings collected from 14 
regions of Tanzania. The purposive sampling was used to determine study respondents. The study used 
documentary evidence to determine status of child rights situation in Tanzania. The data collection framework 
used an adopted guide developed by SOS childrenôs villages Dar es Salaam 2012. The tool is known as child 
rights situation analysis of children at risk of losing parental care and children who have lost parental care. 
Focus Group Discussion Guide was used by targeting specific category of stakeholders regarding violation of 
childrenôs rights at different scenario. In operationalise the tool 46 meetings were conducted 24 interviews at 
district level 23 Focus group discussion were conducted, and 21 consultative meetings with primary and 
secondary stakeholders. 

 

1.3 Involvement of children, young people and families in the CRSA process as 
primary stakeholders  

 
Tanzania Child right situational analysis process started with collection of information from target group, young 
people and families in Tanzania. Six (6) focus group discussion were conducted at Zanzibar to the targeted 
group of children at (2) Mazizini, (3) Makunduchi, (1) Kizimkazi, (1 Malindi, and (2) SOS Childrenôs Villages 
Zanzibar. In Mainland 14 FGD were conducted, 1 from each district selected. Interviews with young people 
were conducted at childrenôs homes and retentions centres these included 21 interviews with children at prison 
and 5 retentions homes located at Arusha, Tanga, Moshi, Upanga, and Mbeya. Additionally, interviews to 
youth at 10 prisons namely Muleba, Lindi, Tukuyu, Iringa, Morogoro, Wami, Keko, Segerea, Singida, and 
Arusha. These prisons are popular for keeping young children. Interviews to children with sampled police 
stations like Mbeya, Lindi, Muleba, and Kigoma were conducted. Some purposively selected families were also 
interviewed at SOS Childrenôs Villages Zanzibar, Iringa, Mbeya, Mara, Same, Lindi, Kagera, and Singida. The 
study interviewed randomly chosen young people and families to generate information that can give actual 
picture of Tanzanian childrenôs rights status by targeting those who have lost parents or are at risk of losing 
parental care. 

  

1.4 Description of stakeholders2 involved in the child right situational analysis 
process.  

 
Consultations with stakeholders was administered at three levels, namely at National level, with stakeholders 
at ministerial level where specific department dealing with children were engaged. The second level was with 
NGOs, (FONGOS), In NGOs dealing with targeted children. The third level was at district and community level, 
where primary target group of children resides. See table 1, which follows: 
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Table: 1. Description of Stakeholders
3
  

Stakeholders
4
 involved in the consultation process and their relevance to targeted children 

 

Level 
Government and 

Public 

The function of the organisation in 
protecting the targeted group of 

children 

The role of 
stakeholder in 

promoting 
targeted 

childrenôs rights 

Contacts for 
further 

consultations 

National 
level 

Ministry of 

Health and 

Social Welfare 

Å Formulated regulations on the Law of 
the Child Act (7 sets already 
developed), including Child 
Protection regulations. 

Å National Child Protection Policy 
Å Scale up existing Child Protection 

Systems from first phase of 7 
districts up to 25 districts 

Å CP frontline workers equipped with 
knowledge and basic skills to prevent 
and respond to all forms of child 
abuse 

Apply the national 
child care 
legislation at local 
level; allocate 
resources and 
monitor 
implementation to 
Protect children 
rights 

Commissione
r for Social 
Welfare 
 
Permanent 
secretary   

PMORALG Å Facilitate dissemination and 
implementation of the Law of the 
Child Act 2009 and its regulations to 
improve and deliver quality child 
protection services nationally 

Å Ensure LGAs make budget 
commitments for Child Protection 
through District MTEFs 

Å Ensure all LGAs deploy Social 
Welfare Assistance to protect 
children at community level. 

Å Strengthen existing structures at 
district and lower local government 
(MVCC, CMAC, DCPTs) to ensure 
all child abuse cases receive a 
response and promote childrenôs 
right 

Apply the national 
child care 
legislation at local 
level; allocate 
resources and 
monitor 
implementation of 
law of child act in 
ensuring 
compliance to CRC 
and UN guideline 
on alternative care 

Permanent 
secretary   

Ministry of 

Community 

Development 

Gender and 

Children 

Å Coordination and implementation of 
National Plan of Action on VAC 
2010-2015 

Å Support implementation of the Law 
of the Child Act 2009 

Å Establish child Helpline to promote 
child rights 

Å Childrenôs Councils empowerment 

Coordinate 
implementation of 
National Action 
Plan, Child Law, 
support information 
of children councils 
promote child 
rights 

Permanent 
secretary   

Ministry of 

Vocational 

Educational 

and Training 

Å All teachers adhere to and are 
trained on national Code of Conduct 

Å Adherence to 2002 Guidance and 
Counselling Circular to ensure 
designated teachers trained on 
Guidance and Counselling to help 
children 

Å Establish effective child abuse 
complaint, reporting and referral 
mechanisms within schools and 
impart Life skills and peer education 
to promote childrenôs rights 

Å Teaching teachers alternative forms 
of discipline to promote child rights 

Teaching teachers 
for primary and 
secondary school, 
support formation 
of early childhood 
education, provide 
access for 
education among 
children from 
primary to 
secondary school,  
and VETA 

Permanent 
secretary 

Institute of 

Social Work 

Conducting Training on childrenôs 
rights, and building capacity of child 
protection teams at Temeke, Hai and 
Magu 

Providing training 
to people working 
with children , 
researching on 

Principal / 
Head of 
Department of 
Social Work 

                                                      
3
 Stakeholders - could be a person and/or entities that who/which are affected by a project/program and have an interest in it. (e.g. 

NGOs, local and national government, research institute, religious groups, local community, beneficiaries, mass-media, corporate, 
etc.) As beneficiaries, children, young people and families are important stakeholders. 
4
 Stakeholders - could be a person and/or entities that who/which are affected by a project/program and have an interest in it. (e.g. 

NGOs, local and national government, research institute, religious groups, local community, beneficiaries, mass-media, corporate, 
etc.) As beneficiaries, children, young people and families are important stakeholders. 
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Level 
Government and 

Public 

The function of the organisation in 
protecting the targeted group of 

children 

The role of 
stakeholder in 

promoting 
targeted 

childrenôs rights 

Contacts for 
further 

consultations 

Dar es Salaam Research on issues of childrenôs rights 
violation 
Advocacy and lobbying for Welfare of 
children and how to promote their status 

child right violation 
Developing 
advocacy and 
lobbying strategy 
to help children in 
defending their 
rights 

Ministry of 

Home Affairs/ 

Tanzania 

Police Force 

Roll out Gender and Childrenôs Desks in 
all Police Stations to protect children 
rights 
Police investigations governed by child 
abuse investigation procedures 
(Standard Operating Procedures) 
Referral procedures for appropriate 
follow up of child abuse cases in line 
with the Law of the Child Act regulations 
Strengthen partnership with MoHSW 
and Ministry of Education 
Community Policing in all Wards and 
safety First Programs in all primary 
schools to protect childrenôs right  

Responsible to 
conducting 
investigation on 
child right violation, 
facilitating trial of 
children under 
detention remand 
home and prison. 

Permanent 
secretary   

Ministry of 

Constitutional 

and Legal 

Affairs  

Adoption and implementation of five 
year Child Justice Strategy for Reform 
Children who come into contact or 
conflict with the law treated in a child 
friendly and responsive manner 
Children have improved access to legal 
advice and representation 
Reduction in the number of children 
detained in adult prisons and enhanced 
protection from abuse for detained 
children 

Providing justices 
to children of all 
category Apply the 
law of child act 
law/regulations, 
reducing children 
under remand 
home approved 
school and  police 
detention in police 
stations 

Permanent 
secretary   

Tanzania 

Commission 

for HIV/AIDS 

Priority for protecting children within HIV 
and AIDS policy and National Multi-
Sectorial Strategic Framework 
Ensure concerns related to child sexual 
abuse and HIV and AIDS are 
incorporated into national research and 
surveys e.g. THMIS and DHS 
Ensure all national and sub-national 
coordination structures (including 
Council Multi-Sectorial AIDS 
Committees) address issues of VAC 
Build comprehensive and coordinated 
program for adolescent girls and boys 

Supporting children 
with HIV/AIDS by 
providing drugs  
care, and 
sensitizing 
adolescence on 
preventive 
measures against 
HIV  

The Director 

Tanzania Child 

Rights Forum 

Coordinate the efforts of CSOs, FBOs 
in the protection and promotion of the 
rights of children. 
To raise awareness amongst duty 
bearers, rights holders and society at 
large in order to enhance the respect 
and protection of the rights of children in 
Tanzania; 
Coordinate and support CSOs engaged 
in child rights to ensure effective 
monitoring, and timely and accurate 
reporting on, the implementation of the 
child rights commitments. 
To support effective implementation of 
the Law of Child Act 2009 in supporting 
and promoting childrenôs rights 
Engage in evidence-based advocacy to 
influence policy and legislative reform; 
Spearhead transparent reporting on 

Through  its 
network conduct 
advocacy and 
lobbying to 
promote childrenôs 
rights Nationally 
and Internationally  

Executive 
Secretary  
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Level 
Government and 

Public 

The function of the organisation in 
protecting the targeted group of 

children 

The role of 
stakeholder in 

promoting 
targeted 

childrenôs rights 

Contacts for 
further 

consultations 

children rights issues, within Tanzania 
and to other regional and international 
forums. 

NGOs 
Consultative 
meeting 

Save the 

Children 

Providing healthcare to 45,670 babies 
and children under 5 
Providing health, shelter, food and 
support for school pupils to over 14,000 
vulnerable children. 
Helping nearly 200 children in 60 
extremely poor families stay free from 
hunger through cash transfer 
programme. 
Helping children and young people 
protect their rights,  
Forming teams to support children 
council. 

Building the child 
councils, allocating 
resources for 
vulnerable child 
project, establish 
child friendly cases 
in case of abuse, 
established One 
stop centre at 
Mnazi mmoja 
hospital to protect 
children who have 
been sexually 
abused 

Country 
representative   

Pact Tanzania Established grant programs to support 
orphans and other children at risk in 
Kagera, Musoma, Tabora, Dar es 
Salaam and coastal region 
Assist vulnerable groups to fight and 
mitigate the effects of HIV/AIDS in their 
community by providing psychosocial 
support programme 
Conduct community support for orphans 
and vulnerable children in Tanzania 
where 6,680 caregivers are involved in 
Mwanza and Kagera in line with our 
target group of children. 
Coordinating awareness raising for food 
distribution to OVCs and their families in 
a bid of promoting children right 
Conducting fundraising to support 
OVCs in a bid of protecting children 
rights in Tanzania 
 Conduct ñJali Watotoò OVCs program 
where they are covering 3,600 
caregivers at Mara and Kagera, also 
600 caregivers at Tabora and 500 
caregivers at Mbeya in effort to protect 
children who are vulnerable 

Allocating 
resources, and 
support child rights 
forum 

Executive 
Secretary 

Plan 

International  

Dealing with ñSauti ya Watotoò giving 
children a voice to participate in issue 
that affect them particularly defending 
their rights 
Helps poor children to access their 
rights to health, education, sanitation, 
livelihoods and protection, this is in 
compliance with UN guideline on 
alternative care and CRC 

Allocating 
resources, and 
support child rights 
forum 

Country 
Director  
 

World Vision 

Tanzania 

Working with children, families, and 
communities in addressing poverty and 
injustice particularly MVCs 
Participating with communities to 
provide sponsorship to children so as to 
help them meet their immediate needs 
and promote initiatives to strengthen 
their families so as to reduce 
vulnerability 

Allocating 
resources, and 
support child rights 
forum 

Zone Director 

Dogodogo 

Child Centre 

Is a drop in shelter for street children 
Created in response to the growing 
number of vulnerable children coming 
from rural Tanzania to Dar es Salaam 
Provides education and vocational 

Apply the law of  
the child Act 2009 
and awareness 
raising on 
childrenôs right 

Chief 
Executive 
Officer 
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Level 
Government and 

Public 

The function of the organisation in 
protecting the targeted group of 

children 

The role of 
stakeholder in 

promoting 
targeted 

childrenôs rights 

Contacts for 
further 

consultations 

training to street children 
Conduct reunification program for 
children 
Protect and advocate for basic 
childrenôs rights 
Run a program on HIV/AIDS and anti 
drug among MVCs  

SOS Childrenôs 

Villages Dar es 

Salaam and 

Zanzibar 

Providing alternative care to children 
Outreach Programme 
Family strengthening Programme 
Providing after care Programme to MVC 

Comply to UN 
guideline on 
alternative care 
2009 and CRC 

SOS National 
Director 

COCUS for 

Childrenôs 

Rights Arusha 

Networking of people and organisation 
committed to the protection of children 
and youth in Tanzania. 
Advocate for children rights by 
pressurizing government to recognize 
that children in homes have implication 
to the Nation 

Apply the child law 
and awareness on 
childrenôs rights 

Executive 
Secretary  

Kuleana 

(Nurturing)  

Address problems facing risk 
children and promotes and 
advocates for childrenôs rights 
based on the UN Convention of the 
rights of the Child and advocating 
against corporal punishment. 

Apply the law of 
child Act and 
awareness raising 
on childrenôs rights 

Chief 
Executive 
Officer  

Mkombozi 

(Liberator) 

Moshi 

Working as an agent that empower 
children, families and communities 
A foster protective home for youth 
that provides services and  building 
to families and communities 

Apply the child law 
and awareness on 
childrenôs rights 

Executive 
Secretary 

Amani Moshi Dealing with vulnerable children 
Protecting children rights 
Giving primary care, educating 
children, counselling and 
caregiving, reuniting families, and 
outreach to the street children. In a 
bid to promote their rights 

Apply the law of 
child Act and 
awareness raising 
on childrenôs rights 

  

Executive 
Secretary 

Child in the 

Sun 

Deals with vulnerable children 
particular street children 
Provides vocational  training to 
street children 
Empower street children with 
income generating activities. 

Apply the law of 
child Act and 
awareness raising 
on childrenôs rights 

Brother 

ANPPCAN (T) Is a network for the prevention and 
protection of childrenôs rights 
against abuse and neglect 
Deals with prevention of childrenôs 
rights in all forms of maltreatment, 
to ensure rights of children are 
realized.  

Advocating for 
protection of 
children act and 
execution of child 
act law  

Executive 
Secretary 

District 
Consultativ
e meeting  

Same District  District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Same  

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Hai District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Hai 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer 
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Level 
Government and 

Public 

The function of the organisation in 
protecting the targeted group of 

children 

The role of 
stakeholder in 

promoting 
targeted 

childrenôs rights 

Contacts for 
further 

consultations 

resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

Iramba District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Iramba 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Lindi Rural and 

Urban 

District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Lindi 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer 

Kigoma Rural District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Kigoma 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Rungwe District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Rungwe 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Muheza District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Muheza 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer 

Pangani District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Pangani 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Ruangwa District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Ruangwa 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Singida rural, 

urban and 

Iramba 

District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Singida 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Dodoma rural 

and urban 

District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Dodoma 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Musoma urban 

and rural 

District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Musoma 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Kagera District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 

District Social 
Welfare 
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Level 
Government and 

Public 

The function of the organisation in 
protecting the targeted group of 

children 

The role of 
stakeholder in 

promoting 
targeted 

childrenôs rights 

Contacts for 
further 

consultations 

children rights at Kagera allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights of 
children rights 

Officer  

Mbeya District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Mbeya 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Iringa District Social Welfare office deal 
with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Iringa 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Temeke 

Municipal 

District Social Welfare Department 
deal with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Temeke 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Magu District Social Welfare Department 
deal with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Magu 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Mleba District Social Welfare Department 
deal with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Mleba 

Executing the law 
of child Act and 
allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

Simanjiro District Social Welfare Department 
deal with MVCs and promotion of 
children rights at Simanjiro 

Executing child 
laws and allocating 
resources to 
support realization 
of children rights 

District Social 
Welfare 
Officer  

UN Agency 
Consultativ
e meeting 

UNICEF 

 

Deals  with children survival, basic 
education and gender equality, 
HIV/AIDS and children protection 

Allocating 
resources and 
advocating  for 
protection of the 
child and 
realization for 
children rights 

UNICEF Child 
Protection 
Officer 

 

Source: Research findings 2012 
 

2.0 BASIC FEATURES OF THE COUNTRY 

 
Table 2: The Basic country Features 

 

Demographics Figures Source 

Total Area 945,000 km2  

Population(July 2012)  44.5 mil l ion National Bureau of Statistics of 
Tanzania 

Population growth rate  2.9% National Bureau of Statistics of 
Tanzania 

Rural population 74% National Bureau of Statistics of 
Tanzania 
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Urban population 26% National Bureau of Statistics of 
Tanzania 

Male population 49% National Bureau of Statistics of 
Tanzania 

Female population 51% National Bureau of Statistics of 
Tanzania 

Population (thousands), 2009, under18 22416
5
 National Bureau of Statistics of 

Tanzania 

Mortality Rate (2011) 790/100,000 The UN Child Mortality Report 
2012 

Primary school net enrolment/ attendance 
(%), 2005-2009 

73
1
 Basic Education statistics 

HIV/AIDS prevalence among 15-24 
year-olds (2007) 

2.5% Basic Education statistics 

Estimated adult HIV prevalence rate 
(aged15-49), 2009 

5.6
1
 Basic Education statistics 

Poverty Figures Source 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita 1,208 (Purchasing Power 
Parity/PPP US$, 2007) 
443 US$ (2008) 

 

Annual growth rate in real GDP 7.1%(2007) 7.4%(2008) 

Annual growth rate in services 8.1%(2007) 8.5%(2008) 

Inflation (2009) 12.1% (IMF)  

GNI per capita (US$), 2009 5006  

Poverty head count ratio at national poverty 
line (% of population) 

33,4%7  

Unemployment total (%of total labour force) 4.3%8  

Human rights instruments  

UNCRC Status Acceptance  

Ratified: UNCRC: signed 1991 OPSC Signed 

UNCRC  Reports First 2001 

HC on Inter-country Adoption  Not signed or ratified 

Child protection statistics Figures Source 

Child labour 2000-2009, total  21%
1
  

Birth registration 2000-2009, total 22
1
  

Birth registration 2000-2009, urban  48
1
  

Birth registration 2000-2009, rural 16
1
  

Female genital mutilation/cutting, 
women1997-2009, total 

15
1
  

Female genital mutilation/cutting, 
daughters1997-2008, total 

4
1
  

Human Development Index                                          
Rank 152 

Figures Source 

Health Life expectancy (2008) 

Men 

¶ Women 

 
53 
55 

 

  
Table 2, indicates that Tanzania has a highest population in East Africa and projected to be 44.5 million by 
2012. Majority of these people 74% reside in rural areas. The population growth rate stands at 2.9%. In human 
development index, it ranks 152 in the world making it to be among the 3 poorest country in the world.  

The GDP growth rate is 7.1% the lowest in the East Africa Region. With this features socially and economically 
Tanzania is poorest in the region with a very limited industrial base. In healthy wise Tanzania has been 
seriously affected by HIV/AIDS since 1993. HIV prevalence rate aged 15-49 stood at 5.6% nationally. The 
prevalence rate is very high in some regions in Tanzania, for example in Iringa people aged between 15-49 the 
prevalence rate stands at 15.5%, Mbeya 12.4%, Mwanza 8.1%, Ruvuma 7.4%, Shinyanga 6.7%, Dodoma 6%, 
Tanga 5.8%, Tabora 6.2%, Mtwara 4.4%, Kilimanjaro 4.7%, Arusha 4.3%. In view of such statistics, few years 

                                                      
5
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/tanzania_statistics.html 

6
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/tanzania_statistics.html 

7
http://data.worldbank.org/country/tanzania 

8
http://data.worldbank.org/country/tanzania 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/tanzania_statistics.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/tanzania_statistics.html
http://data.worldbank.org/country/tanzania
http://data.worldbank.org/country/tanzania
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to come a lot of children will be rendered parentless and therefore deprived right for parental care and 
guidance. 

 

3.0 PROFILE OF CHILDREN IN THE TARGET GROUP  

3.1 Children without parental care: Definitions 

 
Over the years, Tanzania has witnessed an increase in the number of children living without parental care and 
literary with no child protection. The following section provides some important description of facilities that has 
been used to accommodate children deprived parental care as a right. See Table 3, which follows: 

 
Table 3: Definition of facilities that accommodate children  
Definition of facilities that accommodate children who have been deprived right of parental care 

Facility that 
accommodate parentless 
child 

Description of care provided to the target group 

Foster care Care provided on voluntary basis by individual who is not related to a child  

Childrenôs Homes Any premises where five or more children being orphans or children whose 
relatives or guardians are unable or unwilling to care for them, are received and 
cared for and maintained. 

Approved residential home Licensed home whereby a child is given a substitute temporary care.  

Approved schools A school or any place or institution declared as such under the provision of the 
rehabilitation Act. 

Retention home A place where a child is accommodated while waiting to be trailed. 

Small family group 
homes 

A substitute parental care provision by the government or social agency or 
NGOs, FBO, CSO, CBO 

Relative A person providing parental care to the child but has some blood relationship  
like Grandparent, grandmother, brother, sister, cousin, uncle, auntie, nephew 

Child headed Parental care provided by Siblings themselves alone in the same family 
settings. 

Community based Care These are community initiated care that includes family strengthening, 
psychosocial support, empowerment, economic development, and assistance 
provided within childôs own community or family like setting as alternative to the 
parentless child.  

Kinship care   A private arrangement whereby a child is looked after on an ongoing or 
indefinite basis by relatives or friends. 

Adoption A child becoming a permanent, legal member of a family other than their birth 
family 

Most vulnerable children Are those children who are cared at risk of losing parental care or under the 
following conditions: 
Å lives in extreme poverty 
Å is affected by a chronic illness and lacks adequate care and support 
Å lives without adequate adult support  
Å lives outside family care (e.g., in institutional care or on the streets) 
Å is marginalized, stigmatized, or discriminated against 
Å has disabilities and lacks adequate support 
Å in urban areas: children with one surviving parent living in a house with very 
poor quality roofing (grass and/or mud) or with very poor wall materials or 
without a toilet and children with a disability living in similar poor conditions 

Orphan Vulnerable 
Children 

Children who have lost both of their parents and cared by NGOs, Government,  
FBO, CSO, CBO 

Alternative Care  All residential care (either formal or informal) formed outside of the parental 
home. 

 

3.2  Status of children without parental care 

Tanzania experience indicates that there are children surviving under different type of status as 
follows: 

3.2.1  Children surviving under elderly Household status 

These are those children cared by elderly people and majority of them do not have their parents 
and do not enjoy the right of parental care. Majority of these children have problems of accessing 
their basic needs. There is no proper follow-up to their school attendance and academic progress. 
As noted in Iramba, Same, Manyara some of them are sent to conduct petty business to generate 
additional income at the household to procure basic necessities like food. Also noted that some do 
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not receive adequate health care. Thus they become vulnerable to diseases. Arguably their denied 
children services, rights and the elderly cannot protect them from enemies and diseases. For more 
observation see figure 1 which follows. 

 
FIGURE 1: CHILDREN SURVIVING UNDER ELDERLY HOUSEHOLD STATUS 

 
SOURCE: Research findings 2012  

3.2.2  Children surviving under child headed Household status. 

 
These children have lost both their parents. Child headed households in Iramba, Singida; Dodoma 
and Lindi are subjected to different kind of suffering and torture. As noted substantial number of 
them are not attending school properly as they do not have anyone to support them. Others cannot 
afford school fees or regular contribution needed in school. In contrary, some are engaged in 
household chores and housekeeping or engaged in business for income generating to support 
them. Others are sick and cannot afford to go to hospital. Thus majority of children in child headed 
household are deprived their right to education, and their status of lacking parental care affects 
regular school attendance and permanently endure psychological torture. 

 
Findings from Singida, Arusha, Manyara, Kagera indicated that children residing in child headed 
household cannot afford to get three meals per day. Substantial number survive with one meal, 
mostly ugali that does not have adequate nutrition, mostly it is a starch-based food. Most of child 
headed families use one container because the food is too little to be distributed among the 
siblings. Children on their own do not have enough energy to produce enough to ensure quantity 
and quality food availability at households. Majority of children at Iramba, Same, Mtwara, Arusha, 
and Manyara established that their first survival right was food. However, there was no guarantee to 
get adequate food supply at their household, thus vulnerable to malnutrition and stunt growth.  

 
As revealed from Iramba child headed households need to be empowered with income generating 
activities that can meet different types of child survival needs. Experience from Iramba further 
revealed that majority of children from child headed household does not have income generating 
activities. Casual unpredictable activities characterize many child headed households. Socially 
some children from these families were not dressed properly. e.g. dressed in tops, no shorts or 
skirts or trousers, or tarted clothes which one cannot locate the first colour of the material because 
of numerous mending. These children are mostly playing in dusts or mud without shoes or sandals 
during sun or rain season. Children are at risk of containing worms, or other illness without anybody 
to assist. In Arusha Ngarenaro, Elerai, Unga limited, Daraja II and Sokoni I wards were leading for 
these incidences. 

 
Findings from Iramba, Lushoto, Arusha, and Same, further demonstrated those children who are in 
this category, their protection rights were mostly likely to be violated. At Iramba and Lushoto were 
so vulnerable to child trafficking, child labour, child sexual abuse or engaging in risk behaviors. 
These children are lacking parental protection and brought up in poor parenting style. Arguably, 
child residing in this category did not have any shelter from abuse, risks, punishment, child labour, 
teenage pregnancy, care or Identity. (See Figure 2 for more observation) 
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Figure 2: CHILDREN SURVIVING UNDER CHILD HEADED STATUS  

 

SOURCE: Research findings 2012 

3.2.3  Orphans 

Tanzanian orphan problem is increasingly becoming a challenge. The origin of this problem goes 
back to 1983 when the first victim of HIV/AIDS was identified in Tanzania. Tanzania has different 
categories of orphans who endure different lifestyle and their rights are violated by their care givers. 
The category are as follows:  

3.2.3.1Children surviving under maternal orphans 

Children surviving under maternal orphans status are vulnerable to teenage pregnancy or early 
marriage. Findings from Mtwara, Lindi and Coast region revealed that when children are 
impregnated the maternal mother or community does not cooperate to put on task the victim. It is 
partly a major cause for teenage pregnancy and school dropout in Mtwara, Lindi, Same and 
Iramba. The children surviving under this status lack health protection and basic supply of material 
needs. Substantial number of mothers cannot provide child with adequate supply of food for 
feeding. This compells children to be at high risk of starting sexual intercourse at tender age. Thus 
created by lack of basic needs  at their families. (see figure 3 for more observations) 

 
Figure 3:  CHILDREN SURVIVING UNDER MATERNAL ORPHANS STATUS 

 
SOURCE: Research findings 2012 

3.2.3.2Children surviving under paternal orphans 

Children surviving under paternal orphans are lacking mother care and sometimes they cannot go 
to school because of household chores, and strict paternal control. For girls they easily drop from 
school to resume the responsibility of motherly status. Their thus denied most of the rights 
essential for growth and development. (See figure 4 for more observation). 
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Figure 4:  CHILDREN SURVIVING UNDER PATERNAL ORPHANS STATUS 

 
Source: Research findings 2012 

3.2.4 Children surviving under Prison, remand, detention and juvenile based 
facilities 

Tanzania has a substantial number of children who are surviving in Prison, remand, detention and 
juvenile based Institutions, These are those children in conflict with the law. Table 4, below is 
illustrative, also observe Appendix 1 for detailed information per location 

  
Table 4: The status of children in conflict/contact with the law as per 2010 

Prison (total children)  453 NB:  

Status of three children was not recorded  
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB: 

1 baby and 1 child found in police detention  

Pre Trial 374 

Post Trial 64 

Babies 12 

Retention Home (total children)  200 

Approved School (total children)  60 

Police stations (total children)  2 

Babies 1 

Detained children  578 

Babies with mothers  13 

Total detained  591 

 Source: Research findings 2012 

3.2.5  Children surviving under HIV/AIDS status 

 
When reviewing Tanzania Estimation and Projection Projects (EPP) of HIV prevalence done prior to 
2004, NACP predicted urban HIV prevalence trend curve to peak in 1992 at 12.6% and stabilize 
between 2003 and 2010.  In turn, the trend of HIV prevalence in rural areas to increase less rapidly 
than urban prevalence from 1990 to 1995 and then stabilize at around 5% between 2005 and 2010.  
A similar trend was predicted at the national level (Figure 9 and 10). As demonstrated in Figure 9 
and 10, actual data shows a more optimistic picture with declines in both rural and urban sites from 
2003 to 2008. However despite such decline the capacity of Tanzania economy to shoulder that 
problem is non existence. That fact makes it to be a critical issue worth interventions affecting 
directly child rights on care and parenting as a right to be granted to children. (Kindly see figure 5 
which follows). 
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Figure 5:  TOTAL CHILDREN AFFECTED BY HIV/AIDS 
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SOURCE: Tanzania HIV/AIDS and Malaria Indicator Survey (THMIS (2012) 

3.2.6 Children surviving under Street children status 

Tanzania has many children in and on the street. Documentary evidence revealed that out of 282 

household facilities harbouring children in Tanzania 20% focus solely on street children while the 

remaining 80% target all kinds of vulnerable children, e.g. orphans, abused, disabled, abandoned, 

neglected etc. Reasons for children to be on the street include marital conflict in the family, 

HIV/AIDS, lack of parental guide, torture, mistreatment and lack of support. Through interview at 

Mkombozi, Moshi, children revealed that they go to the street as a last resort to serve their lives. 

Street children homes in Tanzania started in 1985, as drop-in centre that provide basic needs to 

homeless children. The first one to be established include; Kuleana Mwanza, the name denotes 

caring for each other, Dogodogo centre Dar es Salaam referring to young child, Mkombozi Moshi, 

the name denotes liberate to child, Amani Moshi the name means peace, and  Bona bana at 

Bukoba the name denotes that all are children. 

 

Findings from Mkombozi Moshi, Kuleana Mwanza, Bona Bana Kagera, Dogodogo Dar es Salaam 
and the Department of Social Welfare, Dar es Salaam suggested that the number of street children 
is annually increasing because of intense society problems and suffering at household level. In 1985 
there was only 75 street children, in 2012 there is more than 5,000 street children in Tanzania. 
Majority of these resides at Dar es Salaam, Mwanza, Mbeya, Iringa, Tanga, Morogoro, Moshi, 
Arusha, Tabora, and Dodoma. Experience from Mkombozi, Amani, and Kuleana indicated that 
street children are subjected to torture, mistreatment by police roundups, lack of shelter, lack 
treatment when they fall sick, mistreated by society, and condermed as unruled children. Their 
upbringing is contrary to what CRC advocate. Children in this category survive and grow without 
parental care and is a challenge which its solution has not yet been sought of. For example when 
they graduate as adult from street where will they be acomodated. In deed it is a time bomb. 

3.2.7 Children surviving under Child labour status 

 
Tanzania situation indicates that as per 2012 data, one out of five children from 5 ï 17 years of age 
are engaged in child  labour. Statistically 20% of all children in Tanzania are engaged in child 
labour. Child labour occurs both in rural 24.8% and urban settings 7.6%. In rural areas children are 
employed in households occupations subsistence agriculture, household chores, domestic work or 
commercial agriculture like Iringa and Urambo tobacco plantation. As noted in worst form of child 
labour study by ILO (2012), and UNICEF (2012). Worst form of child labour exist in formal sector 
and children can be found engaged in commercial sex, street vending, begging, drug trafficking, 
mining, fishing, working in garages, open spaces exposed to dust conditions during dry season and 
dampness during rain seasons. Categories of these children are employed as baby seaters, 
domesticate animals, working as child prostitute and sometimes doing petty business. Some of 
these children are coming from Iramba ïSingida, Kondoa, Dodoma, or Makete, Iringa and when 
brought to urban area they are kept under brothels where they practice sex in exchange with 
money payable to the owner who kept them under brothels.  
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Tanzania experience reveals that there is worst form of child labour practiced in mining areas like 
Mererani, Arusha where children are being sent dip into underground mining popularly labelled as 
ónyokaô because of their flexibility. The same practice is also witnessed at Makongolosi Chunya ï 
Mbeya where children are sent into dip pit to dig soil for gold extraction. In fishing areas like 
Kigoma, children are also socked into deep lake waters to put fishnet for catching sardines. In this 
endeavour sometimes children lose their life and no protection of whatever is provided 
 
In Mwanza, Kigoma and Dar es Salam children are working in highly exploitative urban employment 
like fishing and fishing process. Studies of ILO in Tanzania estimate that child labour in fishing 
industry is 23%. Major child labour activities includes scale fish, wash and fuel boats, mend fishing 
nets, process and load fish. Experience of Mwanza, Dar es Salaam, and Kigoma revealed that 
children are performing these work on boats, beaches. In that vein children are being exposed to 
hot sun, harsh  weather, often working for long hours in dirty and unhygienic environment, littered 
with fish waste products and infested with flies, that increases risk of contracting diarrhea infections 
and other illness 

 
As noted in 2012 child labour such as commercial sex work, domestic child labour, and labour in 
tobacco plantation have been found to have a direct connection with child trafficking. A study 
conducted by International Organization for Migration (IOM) 2008 and 2009 revealed that in 
Tanzania there is internal and cross border child trafficking. The study further revealed that child 
fostering is often utilized as a cover for child trafficking. Majority of trafficking victims are children, 
Iringa is leading 15%, Morogoro 9%, Kilimanjaro 9%, and Singida 8%. Findings revealed that 
recruiters of child trafficking entice parents and child with promises of education or work prospects. 
At the destination children are exploited by the trafficker, sale the child and subject the child to 
intimidation, abuse and exploitation. Evidence from Kilimanjaro and Arusha demonstrates that 
sometimes trafficking victims are turned into traffickers. The trafficked youth have been sent back to 
their villages to recruit new children to work in the tanzanite mines  in Mererani. Similarly young 
girls may be sent back to their home village to recruit younger girls into sex business. The business 
is contrary to human right and sometimes such practice can make a girl child contract HIV/AIDS. 

 
Child labour in Tanzania expose children to different types of hazards, such as dusts, fumes, and 
gases in their working environment, children aged between 7 ï 13, and 5 ï 6 years are subjected to 
heat high temperature and humidity. Other types of hazards mentioned by children includes 
insufficient lightening, working up hill/greater heights, working underground, noise, dangerous tools, 
snake bites and animals. All these hazards threat growth, survival and development of children. 
The findings revealed that child labour affects attendance of children at school; sometimes it is 
causal factor for dropout or failure to complete the cycle of primary education. (Kindly observe table 
5 which follows for more observations). 

 
 Table 5: Households by involvement of Children in work 

Area Children involvement  Mainland Zanzibar Tanzania 

HH  %  HH  %  HH  % 

R
u

ra
l 

No children  2,064,104  34.6  37,551  29.2  2,101,655  34.5 

At least one child in economic 
work  

3,259,922  54.7  48,223  37.5  3,308,145  54.3 

At least one child in 
housekeeping only  

318,119  5.3  38,431  29.9  356,550  5.9 

No working children  319,415  5.4  4,382  3.4  323,796  5.3 

Total  5,961,560  100.0  128,586  100.0  6,090,147  100.0 

U
rb

a
n

 

No children  1,117,768  46.1  29,712  34.7  1,147,480  45.7 

At least one child in economic 
work  

847,337  34.9  18,998  22.2  866,335  34.5 

At least one child in 
housekeeping only  

269,181  11.1  35,041  41.0  304,223  12.1 

No working children  192,243  7.9  1,763  2.1  194,006  7.7 

Total  2,426,530  100.0  85,514  100.0  2,512,044  100.0 

T
o

ta
l 

No children  3,181,872  37.9  67,263  31.4  3,249,135  37.8 

At least one child in economic 
work  

4,107,259  49.0  67,221  31.4  4,174,480  48.5 

At least one child in 
housekeeping only  

587,301  7.0  73,472  34.3  660,773  7.7 

No working children  511,658  6.1  6,145  2.9  517,803  6.0 

Total  8,388,090  100.0 214,101  100.0  8,602,190  100.0 

SOURCE: Research findings 2012 
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Child labour denies children fundamental rights such as access to education, health care, 
protection, parental care, freedom for expression, right to be listened and protective safe 
environment.  

4.0  OVERVIEW OF CHILD RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN THE TARGET GROUP 

4.1   General rights violated in the target group 

In respect to children right, Tanzania has ratified the Convention on Children Right but since ratifying the CRC 
and later the ACRWC Tanzania has done nothing in respect to child rights. Practical realties show that, child 
torturing, inhuman or degrading treatment has been rampant in Tanzania as if the CRC, ACRWC, Constitution 
and penal laws never exist. Every day we witness serious violations of childrenôs rights as enshrined in the 
CRC. Hundreds of children are not properly protected, some are detained, for example in 2010, 578 were 
detained, and there were 13 babies with their mothers in detention. In police station, prison and detention 
children are kept together with adults, by 2012, Arusha central prison had 26 children, Babati prison had 34 
children, Singida prison had 17 children, Bukoba had 12 children, Muleba prison had 7 children, Keko remand 
home 18 children, Moshi retention 10, Upanga retention home 15, Segerea 169. As noted putting children with 
adults in prison or retention home is a loss of child protection. Interviews with children revealed that their rights 
were being violated as shown in table 5 and 6 of this report.  

 
Superficially, it is argued that Tanzania continues to enjoy peace, tranquillity and political stability. However, 
that stability is a nightmare and is becoming under threat because of increasing violence caused by a greedy 
and poverty, failure to understand the actual meaning of democracy, and subjecting children to untold, 
inhuman and degrading treatment as if there was no law to protect them. 

  
The main childôs right violations faced by the children without parental care and at risk of losing parental care in 
Tanzania are documented in table 6, which follows 

 
Table 6: General Child rights violated in the target group 

Broad areas Main child rights  
violated 

Describe risks & problems 
children are facing 

Causes for child rights 
violations 

Non-
discrimination 
(art. 2 of URC) 

Detaining 441 children in 
adult prison  (407 boys 
and 34 girls) ï  
(developmental rights) 

Their being abused 
physicalyl and sexually,  
bitten, and tortured  

Lack of proper 
understanding on children 
rights, lack of adequate 
prison to separate children 
from adults,  

Putting 80 children in 
retentions homes (70 
boys and 10 girls) ï  
(developmental rights) 

Delaying access to justices, 
no legal representation, 
bitten, tortured, denied 
food, water, lack of contact 
with relatives, and acting as 
child workers 

Lack of adequate 
magistrate prosecutors to 
prosecute cases, and lack 
of transport to take children 
from detention to courts 

Putting 50 children in 
approved schoolï  
(developmental rights) 

Denied contact to 
relative/family, and Living 
condition very poor (case of 
Irambo Tukuyu-Mbeya) 

Lack of competent people 
to do behaviour 
modification and 
rehabilitation or counselling 

Putting 179 children in 
police stations among 
these more than 70% 
are being detained 
longer than 24 hours 
before being sent to 
court.  
(Developmental right) 

Living condition very poor, 
mistreatment, no legal 
representation before being 
sent to court, being 
punished, tied legs up and 
head down in order to 
confess (case of Karanga 
Moshi, Mbeya remand 
home.) 

Lack of competent people 
to do  investigation and 
report the findings for child 
trial in Short time possible 

Out of 179 children 42% 
were not given chance 
to contact their relatives 
upon arrest. 
(Developmental right) 

No legal representation, 
and delayed trial (Denied 
right to be listened)  

Lack of enough people to 
provide legal aid to 
children, lack of child 
network to advocate for 
children rights 

57 out of 179 which is 
32% had no legal 
representation (Right to 
be listened & protection) 

Ignorance to the law, and 
failed on how to defend 
them self 

Limited human resources 
knowledge on how to 
handle legal issues that are 
related to children right 
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Broad areas Main child rights  
violated 

Describe risks & problems 
children are facing 

Causes for child rights 
violations 

Children held in police 
station are not separated 
from the adults. 
(Developmental right) 

Being sodomised and a lot 
of other abuse, insult , 
denied food, and lack of 
protection 

Limited financial resources 
to contrast children cells at 
each police stations 

Physical punishment 
and solitary conferment 
are used as disciplinary 
measures for children at 
prisons. Case of 
Karanga, Mbeya, and 
Maweni Prisons (right of 
protection) 

Torture, mistreatment, long 
working hours, alienated, 
See table 5 below 

Lack of proper knowledge 
to handle children who are 
in conflict with the law or 
contact see table 6 

Living condition in 
detention centres and 
retention homes are very 
poor (survival right) 

Congestion, and set 
potential for contracting 
skin disease  

Limited resources to 
rehabilitate detention 
centres and retentions 
homes 

 Children deprived 
opportunities to go to 
school 
(Right to life 
opportunities) 
discrimination and lack 
of protection 

Discrimination, hiding, 
denied accessibility to any 
life opportunity, parents are 
ashamed of their children 
disability, being bitten or 
forced to eat things which 
are rotten, living under dirty 
environment 
Social exclusion  
Stigma and discrimination  
Sexual abuse  

Lack of infrastructure to 
support disabled children, 
lack of inclusive education, 
inadequate human 
resource with necessary 
skills to handle disabled 
children 

The right of 
children to life, 
survival and 
development  

Right to health care 
services Children with 
HIV parents are 
discriminated, 
sometimes 
psychological abused, 
and neglected 
Children with disability 
are hidden from public 
view, chased away by 
other children, forced to 
stay alone. (Case of 
Mvomero Morogoro was 
a boy hidden for 28 year. 
Case of Sinza Special 
School (Developmental 
right) 

Under 5 mortality rate in 
Tanzania is low 51/1000 in 
2010 while immunasation 
for polio 94% in 2010 and 
92% immmusation aginst 
measles, provided with 
Insectcide Treated Net to 
under 5 cover 64% in 2010. 
Social exclusion  
Stigma and discrimination  
Sexual abuse  
 

All children were supposed 
to have access to all 
services in order to ensure 
their survival and 
development 

 Right for inheritance Children reared by step 
parents are grabbed 
everything and become 
property less 

Lack of the law, which 
recognise category of  
these children. (Case of 
Mara, Singida, Iringa, and 
Kagera) 

Birth registration 
is the right of 
identity and 
recognition for 
children. 
However, in 
Tanzania, child 
registration is 
very low, only 
16.3%. In 
Tanzania children 
who are legally 
registered and 

Right for recognition of 
children. Causes for this 
violation is lack of 
awareness among 
people to see 
registration an important 
event for child life, family 
also are not committed 
and some of them 
consider registration as 
something unnecessary. 

Children who are not legally 
registered cannot access 
essential service easily or 
cannot claim anything from 
their dead parents because 
legally they are not 
recognised. 

lack of understanding on 
the importance of 
registering child birth, lack 
of information on where to 
register children, lack of 
understanding that 
registering a child is the 
right of the child 
Most children are not born 
in health facility settings 
rather use TBAs e.g. Coast 
Region, Pwani, Lindi, 
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Broad areas Main child rights  
violated 

Describe risks & problems 
children are facing 

Causes for child rights 
violations 

have birth 
certificate are 
very few. 97% of 
children of 
Tanzania outside 
urban setting are 
not registered 
(Right for 
recognition) 

Rukwa, and Dodoma. 
Lack of awareness on the 
importance of registration 
among families particular in 
rural areas and among 
illiterate families, e.g. 
pastoralist communities in 
Manyara, Arusha and Iraqw 
- Singida 

Children without 
proper parental 
care and guidance 
lack support and 
their being denied 
food, clothing 
shelter, and love, 
(Same, Ruangwa, 
Kagera, Mara and 
Dodoma). 
Malnutrition is the 
cause for infant 
mortality. (Case of 
Hai-Kilimanjaro, 
Singida, and 
Ruangwa) 

Right to provision of 
basic needs like food, 
shelter, clothing, 
sanitation,   
(Rights to life and 
survival)  

 
A child without parental 
care, case of  Dodoma-
Mnadani 

Poverty, family separation, 
HIV pandemic and low level 
of understanding on human 
right 

The right to Child 
protection. 
In respect to child 
abuse, violence, 
emotional, sexual 
is a serious 
problem in 
Tanzania, which 
is contrary to 
CRS (art. 5, 9, 
19, 20 and 37)  

Children lack of 
protection because of 
lack of parental or living 
alone on the street, or 
conflicts at family level, 
or poverty, or child 
labour, all these subject 
children to abuse without 
protection. 

Children staying with 
relatives/grandparents/ 
child headed household/ 
homeless/ abandoned 
stands to be abused 
without any protection 

Death of parents, 
separation, poverty, lack of 
proper guidance and care 
because of negligence, lack 
of proper National system 
to care for children 
 

Protection (art. 
5, 9, 19, 20 and 
37) 

Detention of children 
Putting children under 
remand home 
Bullying children & 
teasing  
Separation of children 
from parents   

Homeless/ poverty Defence 
right, lack of knowing their 
legal right. Ignorance, 
humiliations, discrimination,   
Child labour 
Long working hours  
Corporal punishment  
Torture 
Maltreatment  
Verbal abuse and insult  
Stunting growth 

Death of parents, 
separation, poverty, lack of 
proper guidance and care 
because of negligence, lack 
of proper National system 
to care for children, culture, 
authoritarian parents, child 
ignorance to speak about 
their rights themselves, low 
level of understanding 
because of HIV/AIDS, 
cultural problem, 
inadequate protection to 
children with HIV/AIDS 

Protection (art. 
5, 9, 19, 20 and 
37) 

Female genital 
mutilation (Right for 
enjoyment)  

No enjoyment 
Operation or cuttings 
Torture 
Maltreatment   
Evacuation of some human 
organs  

Harmful traditional 
practices/cultural norms 
e.g. Kondoa, Dodoma, 
Mara, Arusha, Kilimanjaro, 
Singida. Subject children to 
such suffering  

Participation 
(art. 12, 18, 23) 

Right  to play  
Rights for skills 
development  
Right for involvement in 
matter concerning their 
future  and life 
Right  to be heard or 
listened 

Never get chance to 
participate in decision 
making in their family, 
parents responsibilities, 
Keeping children in hidden 
environment because of 
disability or Solitary  
Lack of freedom of 

limits of opportunity to 
participate, condemned by 
poverty to engage in 
income generation 
Failure to recognise the 
interest of the child   
Denied opportunity to  
demonstrate own believes 
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Broad areas Main child rights  
violated 

Describe risks & problems 
children are facing 

Causes for child rights 
violations 

Right to participate  
 

expression, thought, 
conscience  
Lack of opportunity to 
express their  views and 
opinion  
 
 

Authoritarian parents 

Sources: Research findings, 2012 
 

4.2   Critical children rights violated in Tanzania among the target 
group 

4.2.1 Children without parental care and guidance  

 
Children who are not cared by their actual biological parents are constantly increasing in Tanzania. 
This is partly due to HIV/AIDS, which has left many children parentless. The study revealed that the 
number of children in this category of care are vulnerable and susceptible to mistreatment, torture, 
lack of access to education, exploitation and sometimes working for long hours and live in 
permanently unhappy life. Figure 6 which follows shows number of children who have lost their 
parents and are kept under foster-ship. Thus vulnerable to sexual, physical and emotional abuse  

 
Figure 6:  Children under foster-ship (sampled district) 

 
SOURCE: Research findings 2012 
 
Figure 6 indicates that Iramba and Lushoto are some of the areas where children are surviving 
without parents, and oftenly majority become subjected to child labour or child trafficking where 
their rights are grosely violated. 

4.2.2 Sexual, Physical and Emotional Violence. 

The study noted that there is a remarkerble violation of children right particularly sexual abuse, 
physical, neglect and deprivation of basic need. Children are deprived suport and care of the family 
and sometimes become victims of sexual, physical and emotional violence. Some of them are 
beaten particularly in place like Musoma, Kagera, Singida and Zanzibar. As noted in the study 
violence like physical abuse is always associated vith verbal insult. Children right violation in this 
category is caused by poverty, family breakdown, separation, divorce or neglect. This kind of child 
right violation is also evidenced in school where children are subjected to corporal punishment and 
sexual abuse by their teachers.Case of Makunduchi  Zanzibar. In view of that children lack 
protection against abuse from home to shool and viseversa, see figure 8 for more observation 
which shows the rate of children abused in 2010 at selected districts. Evidence shows that physical 
vioence is extensively practised in Tanzania, at school and at home. Sexual violence is more 
severe to girls than boys. Figure 7 which follows shows occurance of sexual, physical and 
emotional abuse to the target group of children 
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Figure 7:  Child right Violation through Sexual, Physical and emotional 

 
Source: UNICEF, (2011) Violence against children in Tanzania. CDC 

 

4.2.3 Keeping children and adults togather in Police remand and detention 

 

The findings revealed that children rights are highly violated when kept together with adults in detention 

or police custody. Evidently, children kept with adults criminals are abused, tortured, beaten and nobody 

to protect them. This is a severe violation of children rights. Findings revealed that children are badly 

treated in detention. This was revealed by 19.3%. of children in detention. The tendency of keeping 

children together with adults in the same prisons is inhuman. Table 7 shows how children responded in 

line with the treatment they endure in prison and detention or police station. Children responses are in 

Table 7 which follows 

 

Table 7: Children right Violation in Prisons, Police remand, and detention  

Children in Prison/police detentions 
children in the Retention 

Homes and Approved 
School 

TOTAL 

Response Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Total Total % 

No punishment/no 
ill treatment 

28 25.9 8 13.6 36 20.11 

Treated well 36 28.1 0 0 36 20.11 

Treated fairly 13 10.4 28 47.5 41 2.91 

Treated badly 24 19.3 16 27.1 40 2.35 

Slapped/hit by 
police and forced 
to talk/confess 

12 10.4 4 6.8 16 8.4 

No response 7 5.9 3 5.1 10 5.59 

Total 120 100 59 100 179 100 

Source: Research findings 2012 

4.2.4 Delayed trial, right to have legal advice and representation 

The findings revealed that in Tanzania there is permanently delayed trial for prosecuting cases for 
juvenile. Children in detention, remand home stay for long time without being sent to court 
Suprisingly it was noted that in most of the police station where children are detained there is no 
facility for children rather combining them with hard core criminals. Some of the detentions are too 
small and dont have capacity to acomodate high number of children. Therefore create congestion 
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and suffering for children which is a violation of children rights. Worse most of the detention 
facilities visited are very dirty and hiygienic condition very poor. Kindly see appendix 1 for more 
observation. In respect to status of children in detention and police stations across Tanzania at the 
time of this situation analysis. 

4.2.5 Right to education 

Tanzania education system provides free Universal Primary Education (UPE) education to all children since 
1977. With UPE enrolment, Tanzania got UN award for high enrolment in 1983. From 1990, enrolment started 
to decrease and the government introduced other initiative to correct the problem e.g. MMEM 1, (2002 ï 2006) 
MMEM II 2007 - 2011 for Primary schools and MEMS for secondary schools as well as Complementary Basic 
Education (COBET). The country started to experience drop out of high rate. That problem is more serious to 
orphans, vulnerable children and girls. Highly affected regions include Shinyanga, Mwanza, Mtwara, Lindi, and 
Singida. Appendix 2: demonstrates a picture of Tanzania in two years for all regions at primary and secondary 
schools. The dropout rate is presented by using gender framework.  

 
Findings from Mtwara, Lindi, Mbeya and Lushoto revealed that, major reasons for school dropout is due to 
teenage pregnancy 20.4%, truancy 36.2%, lack of parental guidance, lack of fees, lack of necessary support 
materials, death of parents, fail exams, poverty and ignorance. Critical observation indicate that 13% of 
children enrolled in primary school failed to complete 7 years of primary school, while 20% of secondary 
school failed to complete secondary school. In 2010 total dropouts in O-level was 6,000 pupils while at A-level 
was 35 pupils only. Dropout due to pregnancy at primary school in 2010 was 1768 pupils. The region with 
highest pregnancy rate is Mtwara-400 and Rukwa-200. The reasons for drop out at primary school is teenage 
pregnancy which is high between primary 5 up to 7 while at secondary school is higher in form 2, 3, and 4, but 
low in Advanced level. The regions with highest dropout rates are Dodoma, Singida, Mara, Mbeya, Iringa, and 
Rukwa (see Appendix 2 for more observation). Annually pupils who drop out due to teenage pregnancy is 
8000in Tanzania. This is a high number than any country in East Africa.  

4.2.6 Deprivation of right to life and survival  
Survival and Development (art. 6, 7, 8, 23, 27, 28, 29) 

Children in the target group live in environment, which is very hostile. Tanzania experience demonstrates that 
albinos are killed widely and not protected. It is a global condemnation, which was revealed against Tanzania 
in 2010, 2011, 2012. People do not respect Albinos right of life, survival and development as shown in article 
6. Albinos are permanently living in the environment of fear. Children of albinism cannot even enjoy their right 
to play. Some of the Albinosô children are coming from very poor family and society does not support them 
because of poverty. Thus different program started by various agencies cannot benefit them directly. Evidence 
from Kahama, Geita, Rukwa, is a testimony to violation of this right. Kindly observe evidency 1, 2 and 3 which 
follows 

Killings of albinism is a phenomena which shows a critical 
child right violation in Tanzania the trend indicates that 
albinism killed in 2007(6), 2008 (37), 2009 (16). Those 
who their organ were mutilated between 2010-2011 were 
9. Live testimony are attached as evidence 1, 2 and 3. But 
also other incidence of killing are as follows: On October 
21, 2011 in Mbizi Village, Kahama District, Shinyanga 
Region, a 15 year old girl with albinism by the name of 
Kulwa was attacked at her home. 

 
Kabula Nkalango, aged 13 was attacked in 
Kahama (evidence 1) 

On October 14, 2011, the machete attack and attempted 
to murder a 12 years old child Adam Robert in Geita 
Region. 
 

 
Nainana Daudi aged 4, had her left leg and her 
right hand chopped off in Kigoma. (evidence 2) 

On May 13, 2011, a 14 month old infant Doto from Mbiti 
Ibanda Village, Geita Region, was murdered by being 
poisoned 

 

 
Rukia Khalifan aged 12 seriously injured by 
unknown people on 8

th
 Feb, 2010 in Pwani 

Region  (evidence 3) 
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Causes of violation of this right are due to; 
Traditional witchcraft beliefs 

¶ Alleged that Albinos have alluring supernatural power for making somebody successful   

¶ Ignorance 

¶ Lack of strong society commitment to protect albinism children 
 

4.2.7 Children with disability 

Discrimination, stigma and Denial to life opportunities, survival and Development  
Tanzanian study revealed that there is high number of children with disabilities.  See Figure 8, and 
Appendix 3 for more observations  
 
Figure 8: Percentage of causes of Disabilities among children aged 0 ï 14 years

  
Source: Research findings 2012 

 

Findings indicated that causes of disabilities are many; others are born with disabilities, followed by 
cerebral palasy, malaria and medical treatment. These causes produces people with different 
impairment, some of which are severe and demand special attention to ensure that their protected. 
Disability give children permanent disability that hinder them from proper social development and 
realization of their right as provided in the CRC. Due to this deprivation some of the children with 
disability are hidden from public view, (Case of Mvomero Morogoro where a boy was hidden for 28 
years in the house without seeing the sunshine). Findings indicated that other children are socially 
excluded, chased away by other children, (Case of Sinza Special School) forced to stay alone. 
Findings from a survey of people with disability revealed that children aged between 0-14 have 
different types of disabilities as shown in Fifure 9, and Appendix 4. 
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Figure 9: Distribution of Disabilities among children  Aged 0 ï 14 years 

 
Source: Research findings 2012 

 

The findings further revealed that children with disability are denied right of access to education 
because of their disability, kindly see Figure 10, and Apendix 5 for more observation: 
 
 

Figure 10: Children with Disability Aged 4-14 Years denied a right of access to school 
 

 
Resource: Research findings 2012 
 

Overall children with disability right to education are highly violated. Disability children who are mostly affected 
are those children with mental disability and those with physical disability. These children are bitten, 
undervalued and experience social exclusion from family level, school level and society level. It is a right, 
which Tanzania has not looked properly to address, despite developing policies targeting people with 
disabilities and ratifying all conventions in respect to people with disabilities  

4.2.8  HIV/AIDS and Childrenôs rights 

A survey conducted in Tanzania in 2001-02, 2003-04, 2005-06, 2008 at hospital facilities and anti-natal care 
centre among people ranging from 15-49 indicated that its HIV/AIDS prevalence rate is high. The trend of 
2001-2003, 2005-2008, 2010-2012 suggest that there is no significant decrease of HIV/AIDS among people 
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aged between, 15-49. This is the cohort of childbearing age. Majority of children born by this cluster of people 
are likely to be infected by HIV/AIDS. Kindly observe Figure 11, which shows the trend of 2001 - 2008 

Figure 11:  HIV prevalence rate among people aged 15-49 by location.  

 
SOURCE: Research findings 2012 

 

The study noted that children affected by HIV/AIDS are available in both Urban, per-Urban and 
rural areas. The problem has affected all the areas. The problem is critical in youth cohort of age 
ranging between 15-24. The pattern is as demonstrated in figure 12, which follows; 

Figure 12:   HIV prevalence trend among women aged 15-24 by site location.  

ANC Surveillance (2001-02, 2003-04, 2005-06, 2008) and TH(M)IS 2003-04, 2007-08. 

 

 
SOURCE: Research findings 2012 

 
To a country with weak economic base like Tanzania, the problem of child affected with HIV/AIDS 
is a disaster. The situation is further escalated by looking at a total number of orphans which at 
2010 was 1,972,505, and 2012 estimated to be 3,000,000. 

4.2.9 Water sanitation and hygiene and children rights 

Water as a right has been recognized since 2010. In view of this safe water, adequate sanitation 
and correct hygiene practices (SWASH) are necessary to survival and good health of children. In 
Tanzania the situation of supply of safe and clean water is a problem. Regions like Singida, 
Shinyanga, Tabora, Manyara, Mtwara and Kigoma have a serious problem of water supply. 
Informal vendors capitalize in selling water by bicycles; cart or carsa, in some areas a 20lts can of 
water is sold from 500 ï 1,000 TShs depending on the distance. In Arusha Dar es Salaam, 
Zanzibar and Dodoma there is water rationing and sometimes children are forced to fetch it in the 
night or at wells , where their at risk of being abused by adults or pushed. Findings, from Dar es 
Salaam indicate that 38% of households obtain water from wells and vendors. Status of 2011/2012 
indicates that 38% of school in the country does not have clean and safe water, while 84%of the 
school does not have facilities to wash hands. 
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The situation is not healthy in other areas of Tanzania; the population with piped water has not 
grown over the past decades. There is no equity to water distribution; accessing water is a serious 
problem. Research findings indicate that 60% of urban water is lost to leakages, whereby 13% is 
illegal taps. Water for drinking and washing is a critical problem in substantial areas in Tanzania, 
like Dodoma, Mtwara, Singida and Lindi where they rely heavily on shallow well. Impliedly water is 
becoming unaffordable resources, a study by Water Aid in 2012 at Temeke- Dar es Salaam 
established that out of its 200,000 households 120,000 are unconnected to pipe water, so they 
donôt have access to clean and safe water. Water problem is more severe to the poor. The 2012 
findings from MoHSW revealed that 21 million people in Tanzania cannot access clean and safe 
water. 
 
The situation of water in schools of both rural and urban is a critical problem to child survival. The 
schools are not connected to the pipe water or for those connected they cannot easily service the 
bills, and agences created like DAWASCO or DAWASA can easily disconnect the service. Thus the 
children cannot wash their hands. Or some of the schools do not have adequate area to construct 
required number of latrines; others do not have financial resource to build standard latrines. The 
challenge of sanitation in schools is a problem that demand long term intervention to rid children 
from risk of their life e.g. to get diarrhea, worms or other epidemic. Children need to live in standard 
hygiene life style. All primary and secondary schools needs to be supplied with reliable water 
supply that can help them to wash their hands and attain minimum health behavior as a right for 
their growth, survival and development. For most primary schools, secondary schools, day care 
centre, feeding post in place like Kagera this is a nightmare.  
 
The problem of water is closely associated with poor hygiene and sanitation facilities to children. 
Most of the schools do not have latrines. The latrines at school are in poor conditions. The problem 
is also vivid in poor households who cannot afford to improve sanitation facilities who sometimes 
rely on unsanitary toilets which are major challenges to children. This is a serious problem affecting 
regions like Mwanza, Zanzibar, Dar es Salaam, Arusha, Kilimanjaro, Tanga and Dodoma. In the 
mentioned places toilets are constructed by wood materials which can easily rotten and not easily 
repaired. The environmental hazard makes children to be at high risk for their survival. The pit 
latrines are sometimes flooded during rainy season and some of them are being discharged to 
create a very poor sanitary environment that is unhealthy.  
 
The 2012 statistics indicates that 90% of Tanzanianôs do not have quality latrines as compared to 
only 10% with quality latrines. Findings indicate that more than 6 million Tanzanian people attend 
nature call at the bush because of lack of latrines. In schools 52% of latrines used by girls do not 
have doors, and 96% of schools do not have friendly environment to children with disabilities. 
In the deed situation of regions like Dar es Salaam, Singida, Mtwara, Klimanjaro, Kagera, Kigoma, 
Manyara, Zanzibar, Iringa, Mara, Mbeya and Coastal region have poor water supply, lack of access 
to clean and safe water, poor sanitation condition have subjected children to be vulnerable to 
disease. More importantly, most of the toilets are not child friendly, the ratio between studentsô 
population and toilet holes are below standards provided by the Ministry of education and 
vocational training. On other primary schools visited in Dar es Salaam at Temeke Ilala and 
Kinondoni districts toilets are not hygienically friendly to children. Their centres for brewing disease, 
thus demands immediate intervention starting with country in depth research on toilets and 
sanitation condition at Tanzania primary schools and how they pose a threat to children rights 
violation. 

4.2.10 Nutrition status and children rights 

Nutrition status is affected by food intake, health, and caring practices. Good nutrition is a desired 
outcome for ensuring optimal human health, as well as key determinant of development, for the 
individual and society in general. Malnourished people are not as productive as they could 
otherwise be. Lack of nutrition security is reflected in malnutrition affecting many Tanzanians in 
different forms. Research findings indicates that onset of child malnutrition in Tanzania is very high. 
According to TDHS 2006 about 40% of children under five years of age in Tanzania are stunted. 
Whereas approximately 22% of children are underweight, (kindly see Table 8 which follows) 
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Table 8: Indicators on nutritional status 

 
Indicator definition  Status 2004/05  Status 2009/10 

Proportion of under-fives moderately 
underweight (weight for age) 

38%  42.3% 

Proportion of under-fives severely underweight 
(weight for age) 

13%  16.6% 

Proportion of under-fives moderately stunted 
(height for age)  

3%  4.6% 

Proportion of under-fives severely stunted (height 
for age)  

< 1%  1.1% 

 
TDHS 2006 demonstrate that urban children enjoy better nutrition than rural areas. Statistically 26% 
of urban children under-five years of age are stunted as compared to 41% of rural children. NBS 
and Macro International 2006 revealed that nutrition rates are worst among the poor 50% of 
children in the poorest 40% of household who are stunted compared to 23% of children from the 
least poor 20% of households. 
 
The rates of malnutrition in Tanzania vary widely across different geographical areas like Lindi, 
Mtwara, Ruvuma, Rukwa, Kigoma, Iringa, Dodoma and Tanga the regions recorded 40% stunting 
children under five years. In those regions there has been insignificant nutrition improvement. The 
pattern of malnutrition distribution in Tanzania indicates that areas of the country which are the 
source of cereal surpluses e.g. in the South and West of Tanzania are also areas of high rates of 
malnutrition. Food security therefore in the sense of cereal crop production does not seem to be 
associated with nutrition security. In some of the districts like Hai in Kilimanjaro and Serengeti in 
Mara are districts which children were severely malnourished and special programme on nutrition 
had to be launched. That strategy involved identifying children who are in need of rehabilitation and 
support. There is a link between poor school achievement, repetition of grades and dropouts. It was 
revealed by respondents that lack of nutrition e.g. vitamin A, iodine, salt limit the leaner not to be 
active in learning and thinking. Poverty lowers nutrition and children cannot get proper feeding 
frequently per day. Experience from Mtwara, Singida, Lindi, Mara, Kigoma, Dodoma, Manyara and 
Iringa indicates that under-two children do not get standard feeding of 8 times a day.  
 
This challenge makes them to be deprived protein, energy, vitamins and iodine which are important 
for brain and cognitive growth and development. In Kilimanjaro, Manyara, Iringa and Mbeya there is 
low breast feeding of children as lactating mother are fully involved in farming activities. Thus 
infants being left to sibling who do not know proper care of the young ones and feeding practice. 
Thus frequent feeding is very poor and low education on nutrition in the mentioned regions. 
In deed nutrition status of children at areas like Lindi, Mtwara, Iringa, Dodoma, Singida, Shinyanga 
and Mbeya are critical and need intervention as a right for children. There is a need to give more 
technical information on nutrition issues as an intervention on its own right as well as improving 
childcare and encouraging more frequent feeding of children either through adults in the family, 
neighbours or establishing childhood development centres, where all rights of children for survival 
and growth will be observed. Arguably there is a need to have special programmes to ensure that 
children get enough and balanced nutrition in areas like Iramba, Mtwara, Lindi and Dodoma 

4.2.11 Food security and children rights 

Tanzania is one of the poorest country in the world, ranking 151
st
 in the human development. Index 

score of 0.53 as per capital income of USD 1,300 and 90% of the population living in less than a 
dollar a day. The food security situation in Tanzania varies from one region to another and from 
season to another. There are some perennial pockets of food shortages particularly; Coast region, 
Lindi, Mtwara, Tanga, Dodoma, Singida, Mara, Kigoma and some areas of Morogoro region. The 
periodic production increase for some regions is not stable and cannot be relied upon. 
Current food situation in Tanzania indicates that some regions are highly food insecure. In these 
regions some families have serious problem and are food insecure. In 2010/2011 Arusha, Manyara, 
Dodoma, Kilimanjaro, Morogoro, Mtwara, Coast, Shinyanga, and Tanga had some serious 
problems. Food insecure people were 717,684. (Kindly see Figure 13 which follows). 
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Figure 13. Current Food Security Situation in Tazanaia 
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The Tanzania current food status indicates that food security outlook is mixed reflecting irregular 
pattern of rainfall distribution. Sometimes sporadic rainfall conditions or extended draught all these 
have significant influence to countries food security. Impliedly in other areas harvest might be good 
and in other areas very poor. All these make substantial number of households to obtain their food 
supplies from the market, making food prices a key determinant of food access and food security. 
The situation of food supply and food security in urban areas is always in deficit as majority of the 
people cannot afford to get adequate food supply because of price factor. Research finding from 
Tanzania Food Security Information Team (FSIT) 2012 indicate that some regions have cereal 
deficit and others have non cereal deficit. In view of this Dar es Salaam, Dodoma, Arusha, and 
Manyara have a significant problem. See appendix 6 for more observation. 

 
Vulnerable areas for food insecure are evident in 21 regions as shown in appendix 7 
Food security affects mostly children who need to grow and develop. The food deficit at households 
affects mostly children who might stunt and fail to develop in their normal timetable. As noted in 
other areas children do not get three meals per day, and others are compelled to skip the meals 
which subject them to torture and suffering. Children health has been at risk due to poor nutrition in 
terms of food composition, most households due to weather vagaries had food shortage or food 
provided to children were of low quality meals of carbohydrates whose quantity was also 
inadequate. Some children were thus going to school e.g. Same and Iramba without even breakfast 
and the majority went without lunch in the afternoon. At school children were missing meals or 
when children went for lunch at other schools e.g. in Same district never returned in the afternoon 
session. Most schools did not have school feeding programme. Therefore there was a significant 
influence of inadequate food supply and low academic achievement at schools, e.g. at place like 
Same, Ruvu and Kisiwani particularly among pastoral communities children were compelled to drop 
from schools because of unreliable food feeding practices at households level. 

 

4.2.12 Factors making children more vulnerable 

 Income Poverty 

As per 2012 data children aged between 5 - 17 are 12,083,349 accounting for 31.4%. Just over half 
(50.8%) of the children aged 5-17 years are boys, among these 76.1% aged 5 -17 are living in rural 
areas. Most of these children because of income poverty are engaged in economical activities. ILO 
2010 revealed that 70.4% of children aged between 5 -17 are preoccupied in economic activities. 
As noted children from household with less than 100,000/=Tshs per month are engaged in child 
labour. These are those households associated with household poverty. Further 24.4% of children 
aged 5 -17 in Tanzania live in household headed by females, where children are engaged in both 
economic and housekeeping. The survey indicated that children aged between 5- 17 in Tanzania 
mainland 67.1% are engaged in both economic and housekeeping activities. Those not working 
constitute 15.2%and those doing only economic activities 3.3%. While in Zanzibar 57.1% are 
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involved in housekeeping and 32.4% are in both economic and housekeeping while 1.1% are 
entirely in economic activities. In rural areas children are seriously affected by poverty that 
contributes to poor access to social services and social protection. As noted by REPOA 2010, 
poverty affects more than 50% of children in rural areas who are surviving without any income 
generating activities at their households. 

Child poverty. 

Child poverty is reflected by lack of the basic needs required for healthy, physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual development of children. The children right situation analysis in Iramba, 
Same, Ruangwa, Kagera, Dodoma children living in child headed households their poor in terms of 
standard of living. They have inadequate food, poor housing, poor roofing, house walls and poor 
floors. These children have also poor physical environment,  poor school attendance, poor healthy 
state and weak social development. Child poverty has a significant influence to children poor 
performance at school, children are vulnerable to illness, mental health problems, and poverty 
make them to pay heavy price when they become adults. This is contrary to UN ï CRC article 
No.27which demand State or National Government to recognize the right of every child to have a 
standard living that ensures adequate physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development. 

Food inadequacy  

Availability of food is a crucial factor noted in most areas covered by study where children are 
underfed. In almost all the districts covered by the study, majority of children were not getting 
adequate meal per day. In poorer households like Dodoma, Same, Iramba children were eating 
together with adults because the food was too little to be distributed. As noted in all the Districts 
most households were eating starch, no protein or vitamin or energy, some children were going to 
school without breakfast and at school there was no feeding programme. Children from elderly 
headed household were being sent to do petty business to subsidize household income. With 
meager  earning they cannot afford to purchase enough food to eat at the household. As noted in 
Same at pastoral communities some children e.g. Ruvu, Kisiwani missed mid-day food. Impliedly 
food availability directly affected children right for survival, growth development and protection, 
hence calls for immediate intervention. Majority of Tanzanian families in both urban and rural areas 
spend 75% of their incomes on food leaving very meager resources for child services and 
development. It is very serious in dry area like Singida, Dodoma, Tabora and Manyara. Other 
income generating activities like bee keeping, and poultry could do a lot to support children. 

Cultural Factors 

In most of the areas covered by the study like Mtwara, Singida, Lindi and Coast some cultural 
factors like early marriage influenced by polygamy system, and culture of marrying many wives 
paves the way to high rate of divorce. Impliedly divorce significantly contribute to denial of children 
rights. This also contribute to make children more vulnerable to abuse, torture or lack of care by 
step mothers that significantly deprives them access to education and protection. Sometimes these 
children become victims of physical punishment, violence and harmful cultural practices such as 
female genital mutilation in areas like Dodoma, Kondoa and Mara. Thus cultural factors significantly 
makes children to be object of violence or girls being lowered to lower social position than boys in 
the family e.g. case of inheritance which discriminate girls. 

 Environmental factors 

The environmental factors on children varies from urban and rural settings. In urban areas there is 
a mixture of people from different ethnicity and cultural upbringing that attribute to different standard 
of child care patterns which have effect to child growth and development. Some of the children are 
being given care by people who are alcoholic, living in congested rooms, drug abuse, sexual abuse. 
Those environmental factors have significant influence to growth and development of the child 
leaving things which are not at their age level. 
 
 

5.0  RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DUTY BEARERS AND THEIR MAIN STRATEGIES 

Tanzania has a substantial number of duty bearers who are dealing with different issues concerning 
target children. Each duty bearer has specific responsibilities. Kindly see Table 9, which follows:  
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Table 9: Duty Bearers and their strategies 

 

Duty-
bearer/ 
stakeholder 

Main responsibilities in  
protecting children in the 
target group 

 Analysis 

Motivation/willing
ness to act 
 

Authority 
Does the 
duty-bearer 
have the 
authority to 
carry out 
his/her role? 
If not, why 
not?  

Resources/Strategies 
Does the duty-bearer have 
the knowledge, skills, and 
organisational, human + 
material resources? If not, 
what is missing? 

National Government Duty Bearers, their Responsibilities and strategies 
MoHSW  Formulate policies, guidelines and 

standards  
 
Provide immunization to all children 
 
Provide support to communities, 
children with vitamins A, Polio, ant-
measles, Safeguard born children,  
 
Provides funds to implement 
programs on child protection, 
 
Develop regulations related to child 
care     
 
Design Malaria control programme 
Provide Mother to child transmission 
of HIV 
 
Provision of ARVs 
Provision of integrated management 
of child illness  
Provision of SRH to youth 
Provision of free health care to the 
under five children 
 
Facilitate dissemination and 
implementation of the law of Child 
Act 2009 and its regulations. 
 

Have developed 
a number of 
policies and 
guidelines to 
accomplish their 
roles for 
protecting 
children at risk or 
those who have 
lost parental care 
 
The ministry is 
working very 
closely with DSW 
in Mainland and 
Zanzibar to 
protect children 

Mandated 
with powers 
to take care 
on the well-
being of 
children 

¶ Their strategies heavily 
rellies on strong 
institution from 
National level, regional, 
District and Village 
health facilities  

¶ Have competent skilled 
personnel from 
National to grass root 
level dealing with 
children issues. 

¶ MOHSW doesnôt have 
adequate funding and 
number of human 
resources to be 
distributed equitably 
from National to grass 
root level across the 
country 

Ministry of 
Community 
Development 
Gender and 
children 

Formulate policies for children 
 
Develop guidelines and coordinate 
community program on children 
 
Coordinate social mobilization to 
support children 
 
Advocate for promotion of children 
rights and social protection  
 
Facilitate childrenôs Councils 
empowerment 
 
Formed National Task Force on 
Street Children 
Support implementation of the Law 
of Child Act 2009 at respective 
actors 
 
Facilitate dissemination and 
implementation of the Law of the 
Child Act 2009 and its regulations. 
 

Developed child 
development 
policy of 1996 
and revised it in 
2008. 
Developed 
strategies on 
how to support 
child councils  
Developed OVCs 
strategic plan 
that is executed 
at district level 
Promoting  
children in line 
with MDG goals 
It has program 
related to 
development and 
protection of 
child as per the 
law of child act 
2009. 

Their 
mandated to 
coordinate 
activity of 
children 
welfare that 
can lead 
towards their 
proper growth 
and 
development 

Their main strategy is to 
create community 
awareness and  building 
on child friendly initiative, 
supporting them and 
providing coordination on 
NGOs which are 
protecting children 
 
They have well 
established institution 
framework from National 
level, to ward level 
 
They have skilled 
personnel knowledgeable 
on sensitization on 
children rights but they 
donôt have adequate fund 
and human resources to 
be deployed across the 
country 
The ministry lacks 
financial resources to 
assist children who are 
OVCs at grass root level 
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Sometimes there is a 
duplication of functions in 
protecting children 
between Ministry of 
MCDG and Ministry of 
Health and Social welfare  

PMORALG/ 
Local 
government  

Make budget commitments for Child 
Protection through District MTEFs 
 
Facilitate dissemination and 
implementation of the Law of the 
Child Act 2009 and its regulations. 
 
Deploy Social Welfare assistants at 
ward level 
 
Safeguard children right and 
promote reconciliation to ensure 
welfare of children 
 
At District council level they are 
supposed to have data of Most 
Vulnerable Children in the district as 
well as establishing committee for 
MVCs and children councils which 
are entrusted with the task of 
protecting children rights 
 
Through district welfare officers their 
supposed to have data or inventory 
of all children  who need special 
protection, as well as recommending 
children for adoption and placement 
of children  who have lost their 
parents 
 
Their also charged with the 
responsibility of forming child 
protection teams at district level. The 
teams major function includes 
protecting children who are 
vulnerable and live in extreme 
poverty 
 
 

It has made 
budget to fund 
MVCs at district 
level. 
Supporting 
implementation 
of the law of child 
act at district 
council level 
Main streamed 
social welfare 
into local 
government 
structure so as to 
ensure that 
children welfare 
is protected or 
maintained  
Created a need 
for employing 
3000 welfare 
assistants to 
support social 
welfare work 
force at grass 
root level in a bid 
to support 
children 

They are 
mandated to 
fund and 
mobilize 
resources at 
district 
council level 
and budget 
for different 
activity taking 
place in the 
district 
including 
issues of 
children 

They are working through 
district council by 
providing framework for 
administration and 
execution of 
developmental activities 
including paying people 
who are working to protect 
children at community 
level like community 
development officers, 
social welfare officers and 
provide support to 
community policing. 
 
Impliedly their strategy 
have more players who 
are in contact with children 
who are parentless than 
any ministry 
 
However their human 
resources are not so 
skilled on child protection 
issues and knowledge  of 
children issues 
 
They donôt have enough 
fund that can be used to 
protect all children who 
are at risk or are in high 
need of protection at 
community level 
Some of the district 
council are ignorant about 
children rights and cannot 
differentiate between child 
protection and child 
guidance and care 
 
Some of the local authority 
do not have competitive 
institutions that can work 
and support children who 
are at risk 

MOEVT Establish effective child abuse 
complaint, reporting and referral 
mechanisms within schools Life 
skills and peer education 
 
Teaching teachers alternative forms 
of discipline 
 
Ensuring right of access to 
education for all children 
 
Ensuring effective planning and 
implementation of UPE 
 
Ensuring development of early 
childhood education, primary school 
and secondary school 
 
Providing support to children by 
establishing special education 

Formulated 
education policy  
Developed 
curriculum 
Established few 
school for 
children with 
special needs 
e.g. Uhuru 
Mchanganyiko in 
Dar es Salaam, 
Mkundi in 
Morogoro 
Established 
teacher training 
college to training 
teachers of special 
education 
particular in 
mentally 

Entrusted 
with the task 
of ensuring 
that every 
child have 
access of 
right to 
education  

Their main strategy is 
provision of education 
through public measures, 
supported bylaws to 
ensure that all children get 
access to education,  
Provides free primary 
education to ensure that 
all children get access to 
education 
 
The Ministry is also 
working through district 
council by supporting 
primary and secondary 
education at ward level to 
ensure that all children get 
access to education 
 
  They have skilled people, 
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Responsible to plan for COBET to 
those children who missed access to 
primary education because of 
teenage pregnancy, lack of fees, or 
any other cause that block their right 
to education  
 
To supervise the enrolment of all 
children to education regardless of 
their physical status 
 
To develop laws and regulations 
governing provision of education 
 
Custodians of all educational 
statistic data for children in Tanzania 
from Pre-school to university 

retardations e.g. 
Patandi in Arusha, 
and Tabora 
Develop special 
program to assist 
poor children.eg 
Supply them with 
food 
Developed 
secondary school 
at every ward to 
ensure increased 
enrolment  
Efforts to adopt 
inclusive 
education started 
by using NGOs 
Effort to cut down 
years to spend in 
primary school 
from seven to six 
and to reduce the 
year to spend 
from form 4 to 3 
so as to curb the 
problem of 
increasing 
pregnancy  
Budget of 
education has 
been increased 
by 80%  

knowledgeable on children 
issues. They donôt have  
adequate fund and human 
resources to be distributed 
equally in all schools 
  
The Ministry have limited 
number of teachers who 
can handle children with 
learning difficulties, 
learning disabilities or who 
have adequate language 
 
The major constraints is 
low morale of teachers, 
poor working conditions, 
low salary, lack of 
commitment and limited 
funding  on various 
programmes 

Ministry of 
Justice and 
constitutional 
Affairs 

Justice is achieved for all children by 
safeguarding children rights and 
protecting them, e.g. those who are 
in conflict or contact with the law 
 
Provides magistrate who listen and 
prosecute to ensure that justice is 
granted to children 
 
Oversees the law reform 
commission of Tanzania charged 
with responsibility of  in assisting 
department of social welfare to 
develop regulations that are 
responsible in implementing the law 
of Child Act 2009 
 
Adoption and implementation of the 
five years Child Justice Strategy for 
Reform 
 
Reduce the number of children 
detained in adult prisons. 
 
Enhance protection of children from 
abuse by passing strong sentences 
against perpetrators. 
 
Register children through RITA. 
 
Enact legislation that promotes 
childrenôs rights. 

Mandated to 
enact all the laws 
that are 
responsible to 
safeguard 
children rights 
 
Charged with the 
mandate to 
protect children 
and ensure that 
birth registration 
for all children is 
done 
 
Constitutionally 
their vested with 
powers to 
oversee and 
promote human 
rights and ensure 
a justice society, 
built on equal 
justice for all. 
   
Provide technical 
experts that 
facilitate the 
development of 
the law of Child 
Act 2009 and 
regulations to 
enforce the same  
 

Ensuring all 
children 
rights are 
observed and 
upheld  

Work through institutional 
arrangement established 
and funded by the 
government of Tanzania  
 
The system has strong 
network from National 
level, zonal level, regional, 
district to primary court 
level. All these organs are 
duty bound to ensure that 
justice for children and 
protection of their right are 
achieved 
  
They have skilled 
personnel, knowledgeable 
on children issues.  
 
However they donôt have 
adequate human resource 
to prosecute children 
cases thus living children 
un trialled for long time 
and subjecting them to 
abuse or mistreatment by 
police and other law 
enforcers but they donôt 
have enough fund or 
adequate number of 
resources to be distributed 
from National to grass root 
level  
 
The process of handling 
dispute in Tanzania is very 
lengthy and tedious which 
ultimately leads towards 
violation of children rights    
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Ministry of 
Home Affairs 

This is the main law enforcer 
responsible to handle public 
prosecution and prosecute cases of 
children who are in conflict with the 
law regardless of whether it is civil or 
criminal case 
 
Roll out Gender and Childrenôs 
Desks in all Police Stations to 
ensure that children rights are being 
upheld  
 
Police investigates child abuse by 
abiding to Standard Operating 
Procedures 
 
Put in place referral procedures for 
appropriate follow up of child abuse 
cases in line with the Law of the 
Child Act 2009, 
 
Strengthen partnership with MoHSW 
and Ministry of Education, 
In all Wards, institutes and 
community Policing 
 
Establish safety first Programs in all 
primary schools. 
 
Sensitize Police on child rights, and 
how to address them from 
community to National level 
 

Started child 
desk at almost all 
police station  
Train police on 
children rights. 
 
Efforts are under 
way to support 
separation of 
children  
Start proper 
community police 
training at ward 
level. 
 
Formed 
community 
services unit to 
assist children 
who are 
unnecessarily in 
detention or 
those at remand 
home but not 
sent to court. 

Entrusted 
with the task 
of, protecting 
all the 
children 
regardless of 
their health 
status or 
physical 
ability. 

Lack of adequate skilled 
people on children issues  
 
The ministry do not have 
enough people who can 
investigate children issues 
and report them properly 
to protect children right 
 
Some of the police officers 
are also responsible in 
mistreating children when 
they are at remand home, 
detention, prison or 
waiting for trial. 
  
 Lack of adequate skills 
and knowledge on how to 
question children or solicit 
information from children 
ending up in violating 
children rights  
 
They donôt have neither 
enough fund nor adequate 
number of personnel to be 
distributed from National 
to community levels  

UN Agency Duty bearer 
UNICEF Sensitize community on 

children issues. 
Empower duty bearers in skills 
of handling children and putting 
their interest first  
Working in partnership with 
government agency, private 
sector, to ensure that 
intervention designed 
addresses MVCs and protects 
most vulnerable children. 
Support  coasted plan of action 
for most vulnerable children 
2010-2015 for Tanzania 
Mainland and Zanzibar 
 
Support establishment of 
structures and systems to 
protecting vulnerable children at 
community level. (Case of Hai, 
Magu, Temeke, Mara, Bukoba) 
Efforts are under way to 
extended it to addition 25 
districts in Tanzania mainland 
where they will establish child 
protection structures that are 
multi-sectorial  

Assisted in child 
development policy 
Assisted in sensitizing 
community to provide 
alternative care to 
children  
Assisted in 
conducting research 
to establish the levels 
of violence against 
children 
Assisted in supporting 
NGOs dealing with 
children right issues 
Assisted in funding 
COBET education  
 Building capacity of 
DSW in strengthening 
monitoring of MVCs 
Providing skills to 
establish the local 
support systems 
centres on 
committees to protect 
children 
Facilitated 
communities to 
identify and agree on  
vulnerable criteria to 
be used by the 
communities to 
identify and register 
MVC using special 
forms.  

Providing 
support to 
children 
Building  of 
NGOs actors 
who are 
working for 
children 
rights 

Working in partnership 
with the through 
government by giving 
financial assistance, 
programme support,  
donations, material 
support and lobbying in 
promoting children rights 
 
They are knowledgeable 
on MVCs issues but have 
many programs with few 
skilled people to go down 
to the community level 
 
 

Foreign NGOs duty bearers 
Save the 
Children 

¶ Building and sensitizing 
communities in promoting 

Formed One Stop 
Centre in Zanzibar to 

Providing 
support and  

They have skilled people 
but they have inadequate 
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child right e.g. Children 
council, right to economic 
justices. 

¶ Promote juvenile justices  

¶ Promote of parental care 
and responsibility  

¶ Build family livelihood e.g. 
Jali watoto project  

¶ Provide of early child hood 
education  

¶ Provide shelter, food and 
psychosocial support to 
MVCs 

¶ Provide medical support for 
children who experienced 
violence 

¶ Conduct research to 
identify most vulnerable 
children at community level, 
they are also motivated to 
work as an International 
NGO  

¶ Protect children against 
sexual abuse through One 
Stop Centre 

¶ Providing cash allowance to 
poor family e.g. Ruangwa, 
Lindi, Zanzibar 

assist children who 
are abused 
 
Assisted in 
developing guideline 
to protect children 
 
Provided small cash 
allowance to families 
which are poor and in 
the right to economic 
justices program at 
Lindi, Same, and 
Zanzibar. 
  
A well-known 
international NGO 
with commitment  to 
children 
 
They have 
inadequate human 
resource to cover the 
whole country 

building to all 
actors 
dealing with 
promotion of 
children 
rights 
 

number of people to go to 
the grass root level. 
 
They are working 
according to the donors 
preference, so when 
donors agenda change 
their activities also 
change, therefore lacks 
stability  
However funds committed 
are still meagre to address 
all the needs of vulnerable 
children 
 

Plan 
international 

Supporting education to 
children 
Supporting sanitation 
improvement  e.g. Coast region 
and Dar es Salaam 

Developed guidelines 
to empower 
communities 
Started health 
programs to support 
primary school pupils   
 

Dealing with 
provision of 
support to 
communities 

Working in partnership with 
local government at district 
and community level 
especially on supporting 
education programmes  
 

They have skilled personnel 
but in adequate number to 
go to the grass root level and 
work according to the 
donorôs preference. Thus 
when donors agenda change 
their activities also change  

SOS 
Childrenôs 
Villages 
Tanzania 

Provides psychosocial support 
to vulnerable children  
Provides alternative home 
under small family settings 
model  
Provides counselling service to 
children  
Provide family strengthening 
programs.  
Support access to education 
among vulnerable children. 
case of Zanzibar and Tanzania 
mainland 
Provide after care preparation. 
e.g. life skill training   

Developed FSP 
program to support 
families  
Providing counselling 
services to the 
vulnerable  
Providing after care 
support services to 
those children who are 
above 18 or 20 years. 
Provide food support to 
families, which are 
residing in Arusha, 
Zanzibar, Moshi, and 
Mwanza. 

Provides 
support to 
vulnerable 
children 

They are working in 
collaboration with local 
government to provide 
access to education 
among MVCs  
 
Have limited personnel 
concentrated in few areas. 
 
The model of care cannot 
be replicated easily to 
cover the whole country.  
 
Their parenting style is 
very costly 

Indigenous  NGOs 

Tanzania 
Child right 
Forum  

Coordinate networks dealing 
with protection and promotion of 
children rights 
Advocate for children right and 
adherence to convention of the 
UN children rights convention 
 
Conduct research and establish 
evidence based findings to 
promote awareness on 
realisation on children rights   
 
Monitoring and follow up of the 

Accept their role and 
their doing a good job to 
sensitize the country 
about children rights 

Yes, they 
have 
authority to 
coordinate 
civil society 
organization 
and orient 
them to 
children 
rights issues. 

They work as pressure 
group to pressurise the 
government to realise 
childrenôs right 
 
They work as watch dogs 
to ensure that childrenôs 
are protected and cared 
for by the government  
 
Lobby the government to 
sign UN conventions and 
putting instruments to 
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child right commitment made by 
government  
Coordinate civil society 
organisation which are child 
right based 
Create a platform for civil 
society organization to have 
mutual engagement on 
discussing child right issues. 
Provide opportunity for  building 
on CSOs in respect to child 
right promotion.  

effect those conventions  
 
They do not have 
adequate human resource 
to carry out their missions 

Community Level Duty bearers 
Social welfare 
Officers, 
Community 
officers, 
Police and 
Labour 
administrators 

Identify children who are vulnerable 
or at risk and assist them through 
their professional  
Protecting children from abuse  
Help to design intervention that can 
assist children who are at risk 
 
Providing counselling for children 
reunification and reconciliation 
Implementing the law of child Act 
2009 
Advocating for promotion of children 
rights through forming children 
councils at schools and local 
government level  
 

Formation of child protection team at 
community level that involve multi-
sectorial actors to protect children 
rights at community level  

Professionally 
their trained to 
protect and safe 
guard children 
 
Their committed 
to their 
professional 
ideals for 
supporting 
children and 
protecting them 

They have 
got the 
mandate to 
protect 
children and 
defend them 

Most of them work with the 
households and local 
government leader to 
ensure that children are 
protected, however they 
are few and some of them 
lack specific skill on how 
to listen to children or 
communicate with them to 
understand their feelings 
 
Major bottleneck facing 
them in accomplishing 
their roles is inadequate 
funding and limited 
number of human 
resources versus children 
who are in need of their 
support   

Family/parents/
nephew, aunts, 
grandparents 

Provide rights of child survival and 
development as well as protection 
from abuse, violence and child 
labour. 
Provides socialisation framework for 
responsible future 
 
Provide parental care/alternative 
care  and guidance 
 
Protect children by giving care and 
support to the affected children. 
 
Provide basic need to the child to 
ensure that they grow, survive  and 
develop 
 
Provides names to the child, 
registering child birth, 
Provide caring; Provide 
psychological support, 
Provide basic needs, 
Provide education, and provide 
parental guidance. Protect the child 
against abuse, or any torture, 

Some of them 
accept but others 
who are poor 
sometimes 
abandon their 
children. 

Yes, provided 
s/he does not 
go beyond 
what Child 
law Act of 
2009 
provides 

Some of the duty bearers 
do not have knowledge 
and skills on how to 
provide parental care, or 
solve problems which child 
might develop in the 
process of development, 
or even to realize their 
rights 

 village leader/ 
village 
executive 
officer/ Wards 
executive 
officer, 
religious 
leaders, 
education 
officers,  

Instil cultural norms, 
Provide protection, care, and guidance,  

Provide supportive education 
environment, 
Provide health facility, services, and 
faith  
Provide frame work for growth 
development 
Provide socialization framework   

Yes, the community 
shoulder 
responsibility and 
sometimes had 
some penalties for 
the defaulters who 
go against 
community norms 
for caring  

Yes, but 
sometimes 
village leaders 
cannot execute 
their function 
properly or just 
neglect  or they 
donôt care on the 
consequence   

They do not have enough 
knowledge and skills on 
how to handle children 
with problem of parental 
loss.  

They are working as a team 
to oversee protection of the 
child at community level and 
working in close 
collaboration with the family 

Source: Research Findings 2012 
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6.0  CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Conclusion 
In Tanzania, children constitute more than 50% of the total population. However, resources committed to 
protect them are quite in significant. Findings revealed that the onset of HIV/AIDS has made more than 3 
million children in Tanzania to be orphans. This kind of life style has made children to be under alternative care 
from either the traditional family safety net like grandparents, unties, nephews, sisters or relatives. The 
substitute parental care has been affected by poverty and poor living conditions, which subject children and 
target group to be more vulnerable to suffering. It is in line with the previously mentioned where children from 
the same family have resorted to start child headed household, where siblings care for each other. In this style 
of caring children, become more vulnerable to other type of abuse and violation of children rights without 
protection. Noted that some are being discriminated depending upon the status of the parent. If parents died 
from HIV/AIDS, children are stigmatized and discriminated at school, church and playground.  

 
The study concludes that Tanzania is experiencing high degree of violation of children rights. Some of the 
rights noted to be violated in Tanzania include sexual, physical and emotional abuse, mostly practised in 
Musoma, Mwanza, Kagera, Mtwara, Kigoma, Pemba and Zanzibar. Some of the identified perpetrators for 
child abuse include relative for boys 14.1%, girls 7.1%,, neighbours boys 16.6%, girls 32.2%, Authority figure 
boys 2.8%, girls 14.7%, Friends/classmate boys 10.3%, girls 8.6%, strangers girl 32%, boys 25%, dating 
partner, girls 24.7% boys 47.9%. Impliedly, child abuse among girl child is very high as compared to boys but 
also even boys are not safe from abuse. Neighbour who were traditionally protectors of children have now 
turned leading abusers of children. The neighbourhood is no longer a playing and socializing haven for 
children. Basing on the findings, shocking children rights violated in Tanzania includes killing of albinos, family 
genital mutilation among girls and high dropout rates at school particularly girls. Notable also was lack of 
access to education among disabled children their being kept in solitary. Tanzania situation also shows that 
there is rampant child labour where 20% of all children are engaged in child labour and this occurs both in rural 
and urban area. Child labour expose children to different hazards, which denies children their fundamental 
rights such access to education, health protection and freedom of expression. Besides there are some specific 
factors which subjects children to be more vulnerable, these include, income poverty, child poverty, cultural 
factors, environmental factors and social factors. All these deprives children some basic rights as enshrined in 
the CRC. 
 
The study also concludes that water is a right which majority of children are deprived, or in the process of 
accessing it they easily be abused and their rights grossly be violated. Availability of food is also an issue 
which children are denied or cannot get adequate food which posses all nutrients. This lack denies children 
right for survival and growth at other incidence contribute to lower education performance, e.g. case of Lindi, 
Iramba, Same, Mtwara and Coast. 

 
In Tanzania the key players who are duty bearers entrusted with the task of protecting children include sectoral 
ministries like Ministry of Healthy and Social Welfare, Ministry of Community Development Gender and 
Children, Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Constitution and Legal Affairs, Ministry of Regional 
Administration and Local Government. These national actors hold the responsibility for developing laws and 
regulations to protect the child. These are charged with the responsibility of providing funding to ensure 
realization of children rights. Besides, national actors there are also variety of NGOs operating at national, 
regional and community levels in ensure that children rights are realized. NGOs have done a commendable 
job for identifying cases of children rights violation and coming to the forefront to lobby, advocate and 
propagating for promotion of children rights. 

 
The major causes of child rights violation in Tanzania include poverty, low level of understanding on children 
rights, witchcraft beliefs and ignorance. Additionally lack of a clear system where culprits who violates children 
rights can be sent to the court of law and sentenced immediately. Further, there is also lack of a national 
organisation, which can champion issues of children rights from national to grass root levels. As it appears in 
Tanzania there is many players talking about protecting childrenôs rights but underlying interest is to further 
their economical gains. In that regard there is a need to change the approach of addressing children right 
issues by having an organ like children council that might have structures from national to grass root level to 
work for the interest of the child and putting the child first. 

 

Recommendations 
Basing on the findings recommended that, 
 

Child social protection 
¶ SOS Childrenôs Villages can consider designing a model of small family care options at Iramba and 

through that programme assist in promoting access to education and protection of children as well as 
conducting FSP outreach program to empower vulnerable families. 

 

¶ SOS can design programme on targeted districts like Iramba, Unguja, Mtwara and Mara to 
scale up efforts to eliminate worst forms of child labour targeting households with abused or 
orphans children. 
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Awareness Raising and Sensitisation in respect to children Rights 
¶ SOS Childrenôs Villages can consider establishing a sensitization programme at Mtwara focusing on 

enabling young mother who are victims of teenage pregnancy to rejoin school and complete their 
education cycle. 

¶ SOS can work with other child development partners to conduct awareness raising education to 
different players responsible in promoting children rights at families, communities and at school 
targeting Iramba, Mtwara and Dodoma. 

 

¶ Large parts of population are not aware on child rights and their responsibilities to children. 
SOS should organize awareness seminars on child rights and elimination of child stigma at 
ward development committee, full councils and community members at village level. 

 

¶ SOS can design a national sensitization programme targeting community/local culture that are 
resistance to change e.g. female genital mutilation in Dodoma, Singida, Mara and early 
marriages in Zanzibar, Mtwara, Lindi and Coastal region.  

 

Capacity Building and Empowerment 
¶ SOS can setup programmes aimed at strengthening the capacity of law enforcement agents in 

safeguarding rights of most vulnerable in accordance with the roles and responsibilities 
embodied in the law of Child Act 2009. 

 

¶ The concept of childrenôs council is fundamental in promoting children participation and raising 
voices for various issues of children rights. SOS needs to popularize awareness creation, 
information sharing and institutional capacity building of children council. 

 

¶ There is inadequate technical knowhow on the part of implementers of children rights to 
support vulnerable groups. SOS can support training for child care staff at different level in 
selected districts notably Iramba, Mtwara and Dodoma. 

 

¶ SOS in collaboration with other social partners can provide training and support to frontline 
workers, including FBOs, CBOs, Local volunteers, Police, Prison wardens, school teachers, 
nurses and staff of child care facilities about child social protection by targeting districts. Such 
as Iramba, Unguja, Mara, Coast and Dodoma. 

 

Income Generating Activities 

¶ SOS can increase facilitation through finances and human resources to implement child rights 
programs and enabling the communities to have income generating activities so that they have 
enough resources to meet their needs without tasking their children into child labour. 

 

¶ SOS can assist child headed household to establish income generating activities that are 
locally beneficial to the household which have markets, and produce goods and services that 
are easy to market, sell and generate enough wealth to the household in order to reduce 
children degree of vulnerability. 

 

Nutrition and Food Security 

¶ SOS can increase facilitation in Iramba, Coast, Same, Lindi and Dodoma especially in terms of 
finances and personnel to implement child right programs, such as school feeding, health 
services at school, enough water and toilets, and enabling the communities to have income 
generating activities so that they have enough resources to meet the survival needs of their 
children. 

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
¶ SOS through local government should set aside financial, material and human resources for 

effective implementation of child development programme targeting on school water supply, 
school feeding, and income generating activities to communities and more specifically to child 
headed and elderly headed household. 

IEC 

¶ SOS can design communication programme or multimedia campaigns to support social norms 
that protect children and prevent child abuse and exploitation in Unguja, Iramba, Mtwara and 
Mara. The focus should be on meeting concerns needs of children, by involving children 
themselves and communities.  
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APPENDICES 

 
APPENDIX 1: CHILDREN IN DETENTION FACILITIES AND THEIR TRIAL STATUS 

Name of 
the 
Region 

Name of the 
facility  

Number of 
children 
detained at 
time of visit 

children gender  Detention facility capacity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arusha 
and 
Manyara 

  Boys Girls  

Pre trial Post trial Pre trial Post trial 

Arusha 
Retention Home 

23 1 boy, 
aged  
,  

21 boys 
aged 13-
17 

1 girl, 
aged 13-
17,  

 40 children (30 boys and 10 girls).  
 

Arusha Central 
Prison 

26 25 boys, 
13-17, 

1 boy, 13-
17,  

0  530 adults 

Arusha Central 
Police Station 

0 0  0  No figures available.  
No separate cell for Children  

Babati Police 
Station 

0 0  0  No figures available.  
No separate cell for children. 

Babati Prison 34 34 boys, 
aged 13-
17,  

 0 girls  : 115 adults 

Mbulu Prison 9 4 boys, 
aged 13-
17 

5 boys, 
aged 13-
17 

0  : 84 adults.  
At the time of the visit there were 
138 adults and 9 children 

Dodoma 
and 
Singida 

Msalato Prison 0 0  0  212 adults.  
At the time of visit there were 121 
adults. 

Isanga Prison 8  7 boys  
 

1 girl   : 212 adults.  
At the time of visit there were 121 
adults 

Kondoa Remand 
Prison 

6 6 boys  
Ages 
unknown 

 0 girls  
 

 
 

: 124 adults 

Singida Prison 17 10 boys  5 boys  
 

Age 
range 
from 15-
17 

2 girls  
 

: 330 adults.  
At the time of the visit there were 
398 adults and 17 children. 

Manyoni Prison 3 0 boys  3 girls  
 

 
 

: 117.  
At the time of the visit there were 
254 adults and 3 children.  
Each cell has the capacity for 11 
detainees but the inspectors 
observed there were 33 detainees 
in a cell. For women, each cell has 
the capacity for 4 but inspectors 
observed there were 15 pre and 
post trial detainees in one cell. 

Dodoma Central 
Police Station 

0 0  0  : 40  
One temporary cell for women and 
children to be detained separately 

Kondoa Police 
Station 

0 0  0  : 20 (no separate cell for children) 

Singida Central 
Police Station 

0 0  0  : 35 adults and 10 children.  
One separate cell for children 

Manyoni Police 
Station 

0 0  0  : 12 adults (no separate cell for 
children). 

 
 
 
 
 
Kigoma 
and 
Kagera 

Bangwe Prison 9 5 boys 
pre-trial  
 

3 boys  
1 child 
detained 
with mother 

  : 194 adults. 

Kasulu Prison 11   4 girls 
pre-trial  
 

2 girls,  
5 hildren 
detained 
with heir 
mothers 

: 180 adults. 

Bukoba Prison 12 1 boy, 
aged 14-
15  
 

8 boys, 
aged 16-
17,  
3 children 

  : 360 adults. 
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detained 
with mother 

Bukoba Central 
Police Station 

0 0  0  10  
No separate cell for children. 

Muleba Prison 7 2 boys  
 

2 boys  
2 
detained 
with 
mother 

1 girl pre 
trial  
 

 : 157 adults.  
It was noted that cells designed to 
hold 10 detainees are holding 40. 

Kigoma Central 
Police Station 

1  1     50 adults (30 men and 20 women)  
No separate cell for children. 

Kigoma Town 
Police Station 

0 0  0   Capacity unknown.  
No separate cell for children. 

Muleba Police 
Station 

1 1 child 
detained 
with 
mother 

   : 10  
No separate cell for children. 

Kasulu Police 
Station  

0 0  0  : 30 (20 men and 10 women)  
One separate cell for children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tanga 
and 
Kilimanj
aro 

Tanga Retention 
Home 

4 4 boys     : 50 children (40 boys and 10 
girls).  
At the time of the inspection 
there were 4 children 

Maweni Prison  6  4 boys  
 

2 boys    : 920 adults. 

Korogwe Prison  5  5 boys     : 87 adults. 

Karanga Prison  10  7 boys  
 

1 boy   2 girl  : 841 adults 

Moshi Retention 
Home  

10  9 boys  
 

 1 girl   : 60 (50 boys and 10 girls).  
At the time of the visit there were 
10 children.  

Mwanga Prison 0 0  0  : 150 adults. 

Korogwe Police 
Station 

0 0  0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children. 

Mwanga Police 
Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

Moshi Police 
Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

Chumbageni 
Police Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

Himo Police 
Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dar es 
Salaam 
and 
Morogor
o 

Upanga 
Retention Home 

15 12 boys   3 girls  : 60 children.  
At the time of the inspection there 
were 15 children. 

Segerea Prison  169  139 boys  
 

13 boys  
 

13 girls  
 

4 girls  : 900 adults.  
At the time of the visit there were 
1,842 adults and 169 children.  

Keko Remand 
Prison for Adults  

18  18 boys  
 

 0 girls  : 340 adults.  
At the time of the visit there were 
1,082 adults and 18 children.  

Bagamoyo-
Kigongoni 
Prison  

7  7 boys  
 

 
 

0 girls  : 198 adults.  

Kilosa Prison  1  1 child 
detained  
with 
mother  

  

 
 
 

: 95.  
At the time of the visit there were 
328 adults and 1 child detained 
with mother.  

Wami Prison for 
Young 
Offenders  

2 2 boys   0  : 255 youn adults aged 18-21 
years post-trial.  
At the time of the visit there were 
51 adults and 2 children.  

Morogoro 
Remand and 
Urban Prison  

18  14 pre-trial  
 

4 post-
trial 

 

 
 
 

: 144 adults.  

Msimbazi Police 
Station  

0  0   0  : 25  
Separate cell for children.  
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Kilosa District 
Police Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

Oysterbay 
Police Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

Changôombe 
Police Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

Buguruni Police 
Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mbeya 
and 
Iringa 

Luanda Prison 15 15 boys   0  : 400  
At the time of the visit the 
inspectors observed that Cell No. 6 
accommodated 49 detainees 
instead of authorized  21 detainees 

Isupilo Prison  13  13 boys   0  : 300  

Irambo 
Approved 
School  

56   56 
children 
in  

 

 
 
 

: 300 children post-trial.  
At the time of the visit there were 
56  

Mbeya 
Retention Home  

28  23 boys  
Range in 
age from 
11 to 17 
years.  

 5 girls  
Range in 
age from 
11 to 17 
years. 

 : 50 children.  
At time of visit there were 28 
children.  

Irina Prison  7  6 boys  
 

  1 girl  : 643.  
At the time of visit the inspectors 
observed that cells with a capacity 
of 25 detainees were holding 50 to 
60 detainees.  

Iringa Police 
Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

Tukuyu Prison  2  1 boy 
aged 14 
years 
detention  
 

1 boy 
aged 17 
years 
detention 

0  : 110  
At the time of the visit there were 
253 adults and 2 children. 
Inspectors questioned why these 
two boys were not sent to Mbeya 
Retention Home.  

Tukuyu Police 
Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

Mbeya Central 
Police Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

Uyole Police 
Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

Mbalizi Police 
Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

Mafinga Police 
Station  

0  0   0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

 
 
 
 
Mtwara 

Lilungu Prison 5 5    : 75  
At the time of the visit there were 
209 adults and 5 children 

Mtwara Police 
Station  

0  0      Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

Masasi Prison  4  4 boys     : 75 adults.  
At the time of the visit there were 
204 adults and 4 children.  

Masasi Police 
Station  

0  0      Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children.  

 
 
Lindi 

Lindi Prison 3 3 boys     : 386  
At the time of the visit there were 
284 adults and 3 children. 

Lindi Central 
Police Station 

0 0  0   Capacity unknown. 
No separate cell for children. 

Source: Research findings, 2012 
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APPENDIX 2: Dropout Rate in Tanzania 2008-2010  
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

FEMALE MALE TOTAL 
SECONDARY 

SCHOOLS 
FEMALE MALE TOTAL 

ARUSHA 

2008 3,585 4,472 8,057 2008 
1,170 1143 

2,313 

2009 3,846 4,448 8,294 2009 
1089 1200 

2,289 

2010 3,982 4,800 8,782 2010 
2169 2442 

4,611 

DAR ES SALAAM 

2008 3,120 3,554 6,674 2008 
1323 1452 

2,775 

2009 2,311 2,628 4,939 2009 
1653 1872 

3,525 

2010 2,613 2,676 5,289 2010 
3507 4365 

7,872 

DODOMA 

2008 10,035 10,597 20,632 2008 
4035 3636 

7,671 

2009 4,125 4,386 8,511 2009 
5211 4611 

9,822 

2010 4,433 5,324 9,757 2010 
4934 5934 

10,863 

IRINGA 

2008 7,567 8,776 16,343 2008 
2934 2805 

5,739 

2009 7,597 7,062 14,659 2009 
4308 3492 

7,800 

2010 5,906 6,870 12,776 2010 
4824 4314 

9,138 

KAGERA 

2008 11,905 12,285 24,190 2008 
1044 894 

1,938 

2009 10,502 10,832 21,334 2009 
4269 6324 

10,593 

2010 10,504 10,639 21,143 2010 
5250 5922 

11,172 

KIGOMA 

2008 13,648 12,464 26,112 2008 
1341 1302 

2,643 

2009 5,454 5,234 10,688 2009 
2151 2877 

5,028 

2010 4,097 4,272 8,369 2010 
2007 2904 

4,911 

KILIMANJARO 

2008 1,255 2,225 3,480 2008 
2433 2553 

4,986 

2009 966 1,382 2,348 2009 
2871 2550 

5,421 

2010 1,050 1,559 2,609 2010 
3585 3192 

6,777 

LINDI 

2008 2,033 2,284 4,317 2008 
1032 1470 

2,502 

2009 1,402 1,346 2,748 2009 
993 1425 

2,418 

2010 1,305 1,466 2,771 2010 
1473 2454 

3,927 

MANYARA 

2008 4,006 4,761 8,767 2008 
2241 2052 

4,293 

2009 2,045 2,490 4,535 2009 
3012 3468 

6,480 

2010 1,878 2,930 4,808 2010 
3597 4173 

7,770 

MARA 

2008 8,868 8,275 17,143 2008 
2742 2907 

5,649 

2009 4,819 5,417 10,236 2009 
2661 3633 

6,294 

2010 4,622 4,733 9,355 2010 
2883 3588 

6,471 

MBEYA 

2008 13,128 11,164 24,292 2008 
3525 3327 

6,852 

2009 4,255 4,918 9,173 2009 
5269 4725 

9,894 

2010 3,566 4,146 7,712 2010 
7245 7812 

15,057 
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MOROGORO 

2008 5,600 6,538 12,138 2008 
1755 1809 

3,564 

2009 5,810 6,624 12,434 2009 
1917 2943 

4,860 

2010 5,962 6,888 12,850 2010 
3009 3645 

6,654 

MTWARA 

2008 4,441 3,615 8,056 2008 
1839 1626 

3,465 

2009 2,332 2,676 5,008 2009 
1650 1539 

3,189 

2010 2,876 3,272 6,148 2010 
4293 4953 

9,246 

MWANZA 

2008 19,273 17,522 36,795 2008 
4104 4608 

8,712 

2009 9,742 10,554 20,296 2009 
6210 6366 

12,576 

2010 11,975 12,498 24,473 2010 
8643 13221 

21,864 

PWANI 

2008 3,178 3,898 7,076 2008 
1221 1521 

2,742 

2009 3,590 3,807 7,397 2009 
2532 2481 

5,013 

2010 3,742 3,902 7,644 2010 
3234 3915 

7,149 

RUKWA 

2008 6,574 5,740 12,314 2008 
2091 2340 

4,431 

2009 4,207 4,430 8,637 2009 
1428 1611 

3,039 

2010 3,152 3,428 6,580 2010 
2817 3492 

6,309 

RUVUMA 

2008 6,130 7,202 13,332 2008 
3279 2793 

6,072 

2009 2,146 2,476 4,622 2009 
3312 3576 

6,888 

2010 2,427 2,826 5,253 2010 
4590 4803 

9,393 

SHINYANGA 

2008 19,026 16,587 35,613 2008 
3660 4272 

7,932 

2009 4,754 5,152 9,906 2009 
5433 9048 

14,481 

2010 6,965 6,819 13,784 2010 
7248 12024 

19,272 

Source: Research findings, 2012 
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Appendix 3: Percentage of causes of Disabilities among children aged 0 ï 14 years 
. 

Cause of Difficult  Tanzania  Mainland  Zanzibar  
 Total  Male Female Total  Male Female Total  Male Female 

Born with disability  29.0  30.6  26.9  28.7  30.4  26.6  38.0  35.2  42.4 
Accident injury/trauma  0.8  1.5  0.0  0.8  1.5  0.0  1.0  1.6  0.0 
Political violence  0.1  0.3  0.0  0.1  0.3  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0 
Medical treatment  5.8  5.5  6.3  5.9  5.5  6.3  3.5  3.2  3.9 
Fire  1.7  0.7  3.1  1.8  0.7  3.2  0.0  0.0  0.0 
Animals attack  0.5  0.4  0.5  0.5  0.5  0.5  0.0  0.0  0.0 
Tree accidents  0.3  0.0  0.6  0.3  0.0  0.6  0.0  0.0  0.0 
Brain damage5  5.4  4.5  6.7  5.5  4.6  6.6  3.7  0.0  9.5 
Cerebral palsy  17.2  16.0  18.8  17.2  16.1  18.7  17.2  15.2  20.2 
Malaria  6.0  4.7  7.6  5.8  4.4  7.6  13.2  16.2  8.7 
Arthritis  3.7  5.7  1.1  3.8  5.9  1.1  0.0  0.0  0.0 
Cause unknown  16.4  14.8  18.5  16.2  14.3  18.5  25.3  30.9  16.6 
Spiritual 
ideologies/superstitious  

2.4  2.2  2.8  2.5  2.2  2.8  0.0  0.0  0.0 

Others  21.6  25.0  17.1  21.8  25.4  17.3  12.0  13.8  9.1 
No. of individuals  375,071  211,085  163,986  365,823  205,472  160,351  9,248  5,613  3,635 

 
 

Appendix 4: Distribution of Disabilities among children  Aged 0 ï 14 years.  
Type of Difficulty  Tanzania   Mainland   Zanzibar   
 Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent  
Seeing  41,882  11.2  40,664  11.1  1,217  13.2 
Hearing  170,244  45.4  166,891  45.6  3,353  36.3 
Mobility  110,204  29.4  106,196  29.0  4,008  43.3 
Cognition  129,330  34.5  126,618  34.6  2,711  29.3 
Self Care  86,733  23.1  85,183  23.3  1,551  16.8 
Communication  144,721  38.6  140,170  38.3  4,551 49.2 

 
 
 

Appendix 5: Children with Disability Aged 4-14 Years denied a right of access to school 
Type of School Tanzania  Mainland  Zanzibar  

 Male Female Total  Male Female Total  Male Female Total  
Regular pre-school  4.0  5.5  4.7  4.1  5.6  4.8  0.0  0.0  0.0 
Regular primary school  10.1  6.2  8.4  10.3  6.3  8.6  0.0  0.0  0.0 
Regular secondary 
school  

0.9 0.0  0.5  1.0  0.0  0.5  0.0  0.0  0.0 

Special school (any 
level)  

1.5  1.3  1.4  1.5  1.3  1.4  0.0  0.0  0.0 

Special class (remedial)  0.9  0.0  0.5  1.0  0.0  0.5  0.0  0.0  0.0 
Total  17.5  13.0  15.5  17.9  13.2  15.9  0.0  0.0  0.0 

No. of individuals  203,819  159,028  362,847  199,121  155,857  354,978  4,698  3,170  7,869 
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